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PREFACE. 



The following truly interesting History 
was selected from a number of very valuable 
Manuscripts in the Persian language, found in 
the Alexandrian Library at the time of the 
Invasion of Egypt by the French : — It has 
been considered as a true and lively picture 
of the barbarous manners and licentiQ^is ha^ 
hits of those early ages. — It contains ci succinct 
Account of the extraordinary Adventures of that 
blood'Stained Tyrant of the East, whose vahr-^ 
ous exploits and daring crimes were long the cou" 
stant Theme of the Persian Bards ; and whose 
fame is still proverbial in all Quarters of the 
Eastern World. — The melancholy fate which at 
last awaited him, and closed a life fraught with 
the most atrocious actsofvillany, resulting from 
the unrestrained indulgence of criminal Desires 
and a boundless Ambition, conveys a mostsalu* 
tary lesson and a sure conviction to the refecting 
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If PREFACB* 

mindt that 9 notwithstanding profiigftcy and vict 
may be permitted^ by an aU-wise Providenctf to 
endure for a timet o.nd triumph in apparent le- 
curityt it is designed more as an Example to be 
shunned than followed^ and that a day of retri^ 
bution is certain to arrive f when the wicked shall 
sink beneath the frown of an offended Judge, 
and perish at once unpitied^ unlamentedp and 
universally despised. 
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West of the ruins of Babylon, in thfe 
•year of Christianity 632, Hira was 
the seat of a race of kings who had 
embraced the Christian religion, and 
reigned above 600 years under the sha- 
dow of the throne of Persia. Upoa 
the borders of the kingdom of Hira a 
<tribe of Arabs had fixed their resi^ 
dencc, who had left their countrymen, 
in the neighbourhood of Medina and 
Mecca, engaged in the struggle for the 
foundation of the religion of Maho- 
met; and, being more bent on plun- 
der and devastation than the thoughts 
ctf religious duties, or the contention 
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for any diflferent mode of worship than 
that which they had hitherto acknoMr-^ 
ledged, they crossed the immense de- 
sarts which surround the Arabian fron- 
tier, and settled themselves in a more 
pleasant and desirable part of the 
world, in a large tract of country 
abounding with lofty mountains and 
most delightful plains, covered with 
herbage, and extending many leagues, 
from north to south, along the confines 
of the Kingdom ofHira. Afterthediffe- 
rent convulsions which the Persian mo- 
narchy had undergone by the arms of 
Greece and Rome, many provinces of 
that once great empire had become dis- 
tinct kingdoms, under the dominion of 
the descendants of those governors, to 
whose care they had been entrusted by 
the Persian kings, and who now claimed 
them as their own rightful possessions, 
but who, nevertheless, still paid a sort 
oi homage to the Great King, by send- 
ing an ambassador to him every year 
with some rich present. 
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The King of Hira's dominions were 
of vast extent, stretching from the con- 
fines of Arabia, along the banks of the 
Caspian Sea, even to the borders of 
Tartary, and comprehending a very 
considerable portion of the distant li- 
mits of the Persian boundaries. Maxi- 
min, the reigning Prince, was one of 
the most warlike monarchs of his time ; 
despising the degenerate effeminacy of 
the Persians, he had made it his con- 
stant care to train his people to the 
love of arms, and had, by his example 
and authority, excited a universal 
thirst for glory and renown among all 
classes of his subjects. To train them 
for the accomplishment of greater 
schemes^ which he had formed in hid 
mind, and to inure them to the dan- 
gers of war and conquest, he had fre- 
quently made long and daring inroads 
into the country of the Tartars, and 
penetrated their gloomy forests with a 
numerous train of warriors ; to whicb 
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excursions he gave the denomination 
of hunting parties. 

Many sanguinary and obstinate en- 
counters they experienced with some 
of the numerous tribe of Tartars who 
hovered round the mountains, and oc- 
cupied the forests of that region ; but 
the mind of Maximin was fixed on no 
Jess an object than the conquest of th« 
whole Persian Empire; and, by exer- 
cising his troops in the practice of war, 
and infu-ing a militaryardour through- 
out his whole kingdom, he hoped to 
be able in a short tirhe to employ his 
hardy soldiers against the already tot- 
tering throne of his superior; and, 
taking advantage of the weakness and 
effeminacy of the government^ by an 
easy conquest, invest himself with the 
tiara of the Persian Monarch. Ani- 
mated with this hope, he devoted his 
whple time to the training of hisarmy^ 
and encotiraging every spirit of valour 
which he discovered in his officers or 
soldiers. His subjects wer« pleaaed 
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with his military ardour, and cheer* 
fully partook of every danger, and en-^ 
tered into the spirit of his niartial ex- 
peditions, although they were ignorant 
©f the tru« intentions of their leader. 
They admired the lofty stature andL 
martial graces of their sovereign ^ aU 
though educated in the silk and purpfe 
of the Ea&ty Maximin possessed the 
iron temper of a soldier, which cannot 
easily be paralleled except in the lives^ 
of Richard the First of England and 
of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden : — 
such was his strength and exercise ivt 
arms, that Raymond, surnamed the 
Hercules of Antioch^ was incapable of 
wielding the lanee and buckler of th(e 
King of Hira*- 

In a famous tourriamentgfven in ho- 
nor of his daughter's nuptials, he sig- 
nalized himself mo&t astonishinalv : 
he entered the lists on a fiery courser,, 
and overturned in his first career three 
of the stoutest knights. The first in ^ 
charge, the last in a retreat ^ his friends 
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^nd his enemies alike trembled ; the 
former for his safety, and the latter for 
their, own. In one of his excursions 
on the Tuountains, when they were in 
hourly expectation of meeting with a 
body of Tartars, who were known to 
be at hand, after posting an ambus* 
cade in a wood, he rode forward, ac- 
companied only by a favorite youth 
named Alexis, who was the orphan 
5on of one of his late distinguished of* 
ficers. While passing the corner of a 
rock, eighteen horsemen appeared, 
but, after a short combat, fled before 
them ; they bad not proceeded much 
farther before another body of the 
enemy approached ; being now far re- 
moved from his own troops, Maximin 
saw no other means of safety, than in 
endeavoring to regain his party ; and, 
as the enemy had by that time sur- 
rounded them, he cheered his young 
companion by his example, and they 
actually fought theirVay through a 
troop of fifty horse ! Maximin was 



vGooQle 



gi 



tinhurt, but Alexis was wounded, amt 
was conveyed by easy journeys to 
one of the Royal Palaces, where the 
King ordered his own physicians to 
attend him. In this skirmish, the 
King had slain several of the Tartars 
with his own hand ; and he returned to 
his camp, dragging along their chiefs, 
his prisoners, whom he had tied to the 
rings of his saddle. He was ever fore- 
most to provoke or accept a single com* 
h^t ; and the gigantic champions who 
encountered iiis arm, were transpierced 
by the lance, or cut asunder by the 
sword, of the invincible Monarch*--^ 
With the valor of a soldier, he united 
the skill and prudence of a general : — • 
in the field, he slept in the sun or in 
the snow, tired in the longest marches 
the strength of his men and horses, 
and sliared with a smile the abstinence 
or diet of the camp. He had two 
daughters ; one was married to a Prince 
in the Persian dominions, in whose al- 
liance he hoped to strengthen his de* 
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*?gn upon the Persian diadem; and the 
oihcr^ a Princess of uncommon beauty 
and accomplishments, resided in the 
Palace of Zurbad^ c"joy*"g the de- 
lightful gardens and varied pleasures 
of that beautiful palace ; while her fa^ 
ther was seeking danger in every shapes 
and busy in perfecting his soldiers in 
that acquirement, by the aid of which 
he trusted he should be able soon to 
gratify his towering ambition. To this 
palace was the wounded Alexis con- 
veyed by the command of Maximin, 
who desired tliat every attention should 
be afforded him to procure his reco- 
very. 

Alexis i the subject of the present 
History, was cast in the best propor- 
tions of strength and manly beauty; 
though deficient in the softer graces of 
those youths who loitered in the effe<- 
minate pleasures of the Court of Per- 
sia, this defect was supplied by a manly 
countenance, a lofty stature, athletic 
muscles, and the air and deportment 
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of a soldier. Bred in a camp, and under 
the particular care and example of Maxi- 
min, he imbibed the same manners that 
conspicuously marked the character of 
his royal master ; he was almost a 
stranger to luxury, inured to continual* 
deprivations, entertained a thorougU 
contempt for danger, and seemed al- 
ways most cheerful when exposed to 
almost insurmountable hardships. A 
apiece of bread and a draught of water 
was often his sole repast ; and, if he tast^- 
ed of a wild boar or a stag, it was tlie 
well-earned fruit of a laborious chase.. 
Dextrous in arms, he was ignorant of 
fear ; his disposition could bend ta 
every situation of life, but his heart 
naturally tended to ferocity ; in every 
deed of mischief, he had a heart to re« 
•olve, a head to contrive,, and a hand 
to execute. To a mind like that of 
Alexis, inactivity was a dreadful re- 
straint ; and he impatiently waited the 
Jiealing of his wound, that he might 
ffeturn to his favorite enjoyments. lo. 
35 
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his messages to the King, he continu- 
ally deplored the destiny which had 
compelled him to quit his Sovereign'* 
side ; and declared his purpose to re- 
turn to his duty, the moment he wai 
allowed so to do by the physicians who 
attended him. 

The Palace of Zurbad stood in a 
beautiful valley, surrounded by lofty 
mountains, whose sides were covered 
with vineyards, and displayed a most 
enchanting prospect. The royal gar- 
dens extended on each side of the Pa- 
lace nearly to the foot of the hills, and 
were disposed in such a manner as to 
command the admiration of every be- 
holder. Fountains were displayed to 
meet the eye in every direction, whose 
distant murmurs formed a pleasing 
contrast to the more harmonious sounds 
of the various birds which sung among 
the numerous branches of the sur- 
rounding shrubberies, which forme*d 
cool and pleasant retreats from the ia- 
ten$e rays of the sun-beams« 
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The deep wounds which Alexis had 
received baffled for some time the 
united skill of the physicians ; but, at 
Jength the symptoms appeared more 
favorable,, and his speedy recovery was 
joyfully anticipated. Among the at- 
tendants who waited on him was a 
beautiful female, the niece of one of 
the nobles, who had formerly been an 
inseparable companion of the father of 
Alexis. She had been in the Queen's 
train till her death, and now held a si- 
tuation about the person of the Prin* 
cess. Her father was chief physician 
to Maximin ; and he, being more par- 
.ticularly anxious in his care of the fa- 
vorite of his Royal Master, had en- 
joined his daughter to attend to the 
wants of Alexis during his illness. 
When the favorable change had taken 
place in his health, the mind of Alexis 
was forcibly stricken with the beauty 
and artless simplicity of his lovely at- 
tendant, and he experienced sensations 
which till now he had been a tota} 
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stranger to. By the persuasive eto^ 
quence of his tongue, and the solemn 
promise of marriage so soon as he 
should be suflSciently recovered to re- 
turn to the camp, and claim the sanc- 
tion of the King, he quickly won the 
affections of the beautiful Mariana ; 
and when he discovered the impressioa 
lie had made on her innocent heart, he 
soon found means to profit from the 
avowal of her regard, and ultimately 
triumphed over the hapless object of 
his deception » His strength wai^ 
now established, and he had already 
fixed the day of his departure to the 
camp ; — when one evening, while sit- 
ting at his chamber-window, the still- 
ness of the scene was suddenly inter- 
rupted by the sound of a lute, accon»- 
panied bv a voice which displayed the 
most exquisite sweetness, and breathed 
forth the tenderest strains. As the 
sound approached, he waited with im- 
patience to behold the minstrel, whose 
^U had so fixed his attention, and 
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fUied him with such pleasure* Two 
females appeared beneath his window, 
one of whom he quickly discerned to 
be Mariana ; but her companion ^ who 
surpassed in beauty any one he had 
«ver beheld, and who appeared of a 
majestic and noble mien, he had never 
seen before. They passed on, and en- 
tered one of the surrounding avenues* 
while the eager eyes of Alexis conti- 
nued to follow them till the interven- 
ing trees and shrubs hid them from his 
enraptured view. Still the distant notes 
of the lute were wafted to his ear by 
the gentle breeze, till they died away 
as the fair minstrels pursued their walk 
among the numerous wiiKling3 of the 
garden. Though the sound no longer 
vibrated on his ear, still the beautiful 
form of the stranger was present to his^ 
fanc}> and he passed the night without 
rest. 

The following day, when Mariana 
visited him at the usual hour, he could 
tiot suppress his eager anxiety to learn 
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^ho was the lovely stranger that acr 
companied her the preceding evening. 
She informed him it was the Princess 
Orsinda, the youngest daughter of the 
King. Alexis, though the favorite of 
her faither, had never seen the Prin- 
cess ; for, it is a custom of that coun- 
try to seclude the females of the Royal 
Family from the public sight, until 
they were demanded in marriage. — 
Notwithstanding this information of 
her high condition, Alexis already che- 
rished the hope of obtaining the object 
of his desire, and determined on exert- 
ing his power over the hapless Mariana 
to induce her to enaploy her influence 
with the Princess to grant him an in- 
terview, and an opportunity to declare 
his love. Alarmed at his design, the 
luckless victim of his seducing arts 
urged her claims to the vows which he 
had proffered her, and entreated. him 
to fulfil his solemn promises, and save 
her from the disgrace and infamy which 
must inevitably ensue^ if he much lon- 
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ger delayed the union which he had so 
often sworn to make. But Alexis was 
bent on pursuing his design on the 
Princess : yet, fearful of driving Ma- 
riana to desperation, and thereby pro- 
bably defeating his projects, he endea- 
voured to soothe her by wickedly de- 
daring, that if she would assist him in 
this undertaking, and aid him to ac- 
coraphsh his wishes with the Princess, 
in the same manner as she herself had 
before consented, that, in the end, the 
reward of her faithful services should 
be the marriage she desired. After 
using his utmost exertions, by alter- 
nate threats and promises, he at length 
prevailed upon the already guilty Ma- 
riana to forward his pernicious views ; 
and it was not long before she suc- 
ceeded in exciting the curiosity of her 
-Royal Mistress to behold a man, who 
was represented to her by her confi- 
dante as a person of such superior en- 
dowments. Still, however, there was 
a timid reluctance in the Royal Maid to 
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consent to his being introduced to her ; 
but one evening, when she had retired 
into an arbor, accompanied by Mari- 
ana, who had purposely led her to the 
spot, and had artfully Introduced the 
discourseconcerning Alexis,— suddenly 
he appeared before them ! The Princess^ 
would have instantly retired, but the 
youth, seizing her trembling hand, 
upon his knees^ entreated her to stay 
and hear his protestations, and with 
some little difficulty he succeeded. 
Though their first interview was of short 
duration, it had sufficiently impressed 
the Princess with the apparent ami- 
able qualities of Alexis. Their inter* 
views soon became more frequent ;. 
and y as their mutual inclinations in- 
creased, the wretched Mariana daily 
perceived the cold neglect of her per- 
jured seducer ; and too late was con- 
vinced of the imprudence of her zeal 
in serving his cause with the Princess, 
and anticipated the fatal certainty of 
her own destruction. Her fears were 



y Google 



17 

shortly after confirmed, when her Boy al 
Mistress acquainted her with the intelli*- 
gence that Alexis was about to set out 
for the camp, to solicit her father^s con- 
sent to their marriage : — for, it must be 
observed^ that, though Alexis would 
have entertained no scruples of coa- 
science to have sacrificed the virtue of 
the Princess to his unprincipled desire,, 
as he had already done that of the lovely 
Mariana, yet his ambition was more 
particularly excited by the prospect of 
an alliance with the family of his So«- 
vereign ; and, as Maximin had no heir^ 
his hopes were elated with the idea of 
succeeding to his donvinions. 

With sensations of the most poignant 
grief, Mariana heard the day named 
for iht departure of Alexis ; and, at 
the next interview, she tenderly re- 
proached him with his treacherj' ; nor 
was he able with all his artifice to calm 
the tortured bosom of his lovely vic- 
tim. Alternately she reviled and in- 
treated, and conjured him to pity the 
situation to which she must be re- 
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duccd, when the fruit of her illicit love 
would draw down upon her the indig- 
nation of her kindred and the everlast- 
i ng reproach of the world . Unmoved by 
the anguibh of her feelings, he coldly 
entreated her to moderate her distress; 
and on the day appointed set out for 
the camp, his mind wholly engrossed 
with the idea of his future greatness. 

On his arrival in the army, he was cor- 
dially welcomed by Maximin ; and the 
iioldiers testified their joy by loud ac- 
clamations and public rejoicings } for^ 
Alexis was equally the favorite of the 
Iroops as he was of the King, being 
admired for his uncommon strength 
and heroic courage. The army was 
then upon the point of making their 
last excursion into the mountains before 
they returned to the capital ; and 
every thing being ready, and the hour 
of marching fixed, Alexis did not deem 
it a proper time to mention his purpose, 
but reserved its disclosure till there- 
turn of the army. Early in the raorn- 
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ing, the trumpet sounded, the troops 
^ere marshalled, the generals and offi- 
cers repaired to their different stations, 
and the warlike bands were in motion, 
preserving the most compact order. — 
The King placed his favorite near him, 
as was his former custom, and the 
whole army moved forward on its way. 
In a few days, they were encountered 
by an imme4ise multitude, who main- 
tained a long and obstinate struggle ; 
nor was the victory obtained without 
great loss on the side of the King, and 
a dreadful slaughter of the enemy. — 
In the heat of the action, the King was 
unhorsed, and was in imminent dan- 
ger of being trampled to death, when 
he was released from his perilous situa- 
tion by the desperate valor of Alexis, 
who slew two of the enemy of gigantic 
stature with his own hand, one of 
whom . had wounded the King, and 
waa about to repeat the deadly blow, 
Alexis seated him on his own horse, 
and led him out of the battle to a place 
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©f safety. The conflict was however 
continued with unabated vigour, till at 
last victory was declared against the ene- 
my, and the Tartars fled in confusion 
from the field of slaughter^ The 
triumphant host then returned, and 
the King having recovered from his 
fatigue, was unbounded in his protes- 
tations of regard for his deliverer, bid- 
ding him to name himself the reward 
of his faithful services. The artful 
Alexis thought this a most favourable 
moment to open the secret of his mind ; 
he immediately acquainted the King 
with his affection for his daughter, and 
threw himself at the Monarch's feet to 
implore forgiveuess^ for his presump* 
tion, but earnestly solicited him to 
grant the accomplishment of his desire 
and his daughter's, wishes. — Maximin 
hesitated; — but friemlship for his favo- 
rite prevailed over the consideration of 
birth, and he gratified the heart of 
Alexis with hope,^ when he should 
have inquired of liis daughter what 
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were her sentiments towards the unmti. 
In a few days they, entered the capital 
in trill in ph, and Maximin and his vic- 
torious followers were welcomed with 
the loudest acclamations. The King 
shortly after visited the Palace ofZur- 
bad, to ascertain his daughter's dispo- 
sition towards t4ie marriage ; and, find- 
ing tlie Princess's heart deeply en- 
gaged in affection for the youthful 
warrior, he gave his consent, and an 
early day was fixed on for the marriage. 
During the preparations which were 
making for the celebration of the nup- 
tials, the state of mind of the unhappy 
Mariana can better be conceived than 
described; as yet she had kept the se- 
cret of her indiscretion and the villany 
of Alexis from the knowledge of her 
friends and relatives^ but, now that 
.all her hopes were fled, and as she in 
vain had endeavored to obtain even a 
private interview withher seducer siace 
his return^ she ,took the desperate re- 
solution, so often prompted by despair-. 
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of saving herself from the approaching 
disgrace which must have shortly at-^ 
tended her, and of puting an end for 
ever to the unavailing attempts she 
had made to recal the truant affection 
of Alexis, — Unable to endure the 
hourly pangs she underwent from the 
sight of the splendid preparations f©r 
the nuptials of the Princess, whose 
secret joy, so often disclosed to the 
confidential ear of Mariana^ served 
only to wound the poor victim of se* 
duction more deeply; and, though she 
might, by a disclosure of his villany, 
have impeded, if not wholly prevented, 
his ambitious views; yet her tender 
bosom could not bear the thought of 
injuring the cause and obstructing the 
happiness of that man, whom she still 
so tenderly loved, though he had de- 
stroyed her peace and innocence for 
ever. — On the very evening, therefore, 
of the marriage, she finally put in exe- 
cution her rash design ; and, after 
writing a tender letter to her father and 
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brothers, and a pathetic address to the 
faithless Alexis, the author of her pre- 
mature dissolution and the destroyer 
of all her earthly comfort, she drained 
a cup of the most baneful poison, and 
expired in the greatest agonies, in that 
very apartment, which had formerly 
been occupied by Alexis, and which 
had been the fatal scene of her indis- 
cretion and the witness of the perjured 
vows of her guilty seducer. — In conse- 
quence of the universal joy and festi- 
vity which prevailed in the Palace, 
this calamitous event was not discover- 
ed till the following morning, when 
the distorted body of the once-beauti* 
ful Mariana was found by the domes- 
tics, and the two letters which lay on 
her clay-cold bosom were carried ac* 
cording to the directions. — Hard and 
ferocious as was the heart of Alexis, 
the melancholy fate of the once-inno- 
cent and accomplished girl, for a short 
time disturbed his mind ; but, uncon- 
scious that another letter, containing 
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the circumstances which led to her tin- 
timely death, had been written by the 
^ying victim to her father, he con- 
Hjluded that the secret of their amours 
had perished with her, and he there* 
fore soon regained his spirits, and suf- 
fered no compunctions of conscience 
to interrupt the full tide of Jtis present 
'enjoyments. — But the heart of the un- 
vhappy father of the ill-fated fair was 
torn with the alternate pangs of sor- 
row and revenge. He had two sons, 
who had constantly accompanied the 
armies of the King, and had been 
trained in the pursuit of danger and 
grenown ; — to them the afflicted parent 
communicated the cause of their late 
lovely sister's death, and their minds 
were instantly roused to vengeance! 
Ever daring and impetuous, they were 
about to determine immediately on 
some rash act to gratify their rage^ 
but their father, more wise and cau- 
tious, quickly foresaw the ill-effects 
likely to ensue by blindly rushing o» 
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immediate vengeance, and conceited 
that it would prove a useless attempt 
epenly to accuse the Prince, who might 
deny the accusation ; and prevailed at 
length on his sons to wait an opportu- 
nity, when same future expedition 
should call Alexis to the camp, when 
they might wreak tl>eir fury on him, 
without the hazard of so much danget 
as would attend their present attempts. 
With great difficulty he induced them 
to comply, and for the present lay 
aside their revenge.— Meanwhile the 
rejoicings on account of the Royal 
nuptials continued without diminutioa 
f6r many days, and every subject of 
Maximin seemed to partake of the joy 
which the Monarch felt in the happi* 
ness of his children. 

Some months elapsed, and no cir- 
cumstances had transpired to give hopes 
to the enfuriated relatives of the late in- 
jured and neglected Mariana ; at length 
a dawn of vengeance opened to the 
view of the afflicted brothers. The time 
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had arrived when the annual tribute 
of the Court of Persia was to be sent ; 
and, as it was always usual to employ 
some nobleman of the greatest distmc-* 
tion upon those occasions, Maxiaiin 
fixed upon his newly-created son-in- 
law to be the bearer of this customary 
present. — Preparations were accord* 
ingly made for his departure ; and Ma- 
riana^s father, who was, as has been 
before observed, chief physician to the 
King, solicited the favor of the Mo* 
narch to admit his two sons into the 
train of the Prince : this was readily 
granted, and the object of their un* 
ceasing anxiety^ seemed now within 
theirgrasp. The Princess, whose increa- 
sing aflfection for her lord wasdaily more 
and more apparent, could not bear the 
thoughts of separation, and solicited 
the sanction of her husband and Royal 
Father to accompany Alexis in this ex- 
pedition. But Maximin wished not to 
intermingle this embassy, which wa* 
tlie last he had purposed ever to send, 
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'With any views of pleasure. Alexis 
was instructed to make the most scru- 
tinizing observations on the strength 
and internal policy of the Persian 
Court ; to inspect the fortresses and 
castles as he proceeded on his journey ; 
to observe the dispositions of the cour* 
tiers; and to take advantage of thedia* 
contented and rebelliou39 if any such 
he discovered, and induce tbena, by 
large bribes and larger promises, to fa- 
vour the design of Maximia. Above all, 
he was to obtain an accurate account 
of the forces which could be brought 
into the field upon any sudden emer- 
gency, and notice the most proper 
time, and the most favourable point, 
for the King to make his grand attack. 
With such a commission, and such 
end to accomplish, it was not judged 
proper for the Princess to accompany 
her lord. 

When the physician had solicited 
the honor of his sons accompanying 
Alexis, the Monarch, with the concur- 
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rcnce of the unsuspecting Prince, had 
likewise confided to his care the selec- 
tion of the chief part of the attend- 
ants; and, thus impowered, he had not 
failed to procure such persons as would 
answer the intended purpose. Thus 
all things conspired to give the afflict- 
ed brothers a fit opportunity to wreak 
their fury on the guilty author of their 
family's dishonour, and the wanton de- 
-spoiler and destroyer of their innocent 
but ill-fated sister. Surrounded, there- 
fore, by enemies of whom he had not 
the smallest suspicion, and having se- 
lected only a few friends of his own to 
accompiiny him, he set forward on his 
journey to the Persian Court. — In a 
short time they passed the confines of 
Pira, and entered the territories of the 
^Great King, travelling at an easy rate, 
to afford Alexis €very facility of per- 
forming the secret object of his mis- 
sion. 

In the mean time, Hafaz and Aladtn 
communicated their vengeful design to 
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their partizans of assassinating the 
Prince ; but, willing to veil the true 
cause, and save the public exposition 
of their sister's dishonour, they repre- 
sented to the conspirators that they 
had received some very recent and gross 
afFront from Alexis, of which, honor 
demanded that nothing but his blood 
could wash away the stain* Already 
had they made some progress towards 
the heart of the empire, and had pitch- 
cd their tents in a delightful valley for 
the night. The Prince had retired early 
to repose, when his faithful page hasti- 
ly entered his tent, and informed 
him that a party of his guards had 
3ilently assembled round the tent, that 
he had overheard some expressions of a 
threatening nature, and exhorted his 
master to rise and arm himself. Alexis 
had scarcely time to throw his cloak 
round him, and grasp hii falchion, be- 
fore the conspirators surrounded the 
tent, and the two enraged brothers* 
bursting into his presence,with the most 
c3 
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violent imprecations, reproached hfm 
with being the cause of the death of 
their unhappy sister, and told him that 
the hour of vengeance had arrived ; — 
that resistance was vain, the soldiers 
having joined their cause ; — ^and that 
his instant death could alone satisfy 
their revenge ! — Undismayed by their 
threats, and totally regardless of the 
perils which surrounded him,hequick- 
ly assaulted the foremost of the bro- 
thers, and with one blow of his sabre 
laid him dead at his feet :— at the same 
instant he wounded the other mortally, 
but who made good his retreat to the 
conspirators without, urging them to 
fall upon the Prince, and hew him in 
pieces. — ^Alexis waited not for their at- 
tack; — he rushed out of the tent, and, 
after killing and wounding several, he 
fbught his way through, and gained in 
safety that part of his little camp 
which consisted of his own immediate 
friends. These soon returned with him 
to quell the tumult; and the twobro- 
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thers being both slain, the rest of the 
conspirators laid down their arms, and 
sued for mercy, casting the whole 
blame upon their slaughtered leaders* 
Alexis, finding by their confession that 
they had not been made acquainted 
with the true cause of the conspiracy, 
readily pardoned them ; and the next 
day they pursued their journey in 
peace. 

But though Alexis, by his courage 
and personal valour, had escaped this 
snare into which he had unconsciously 
fallen, his eyes were opened to the re- 
vengeful designs of the physician, and 
the whole plot was clearly developed 
lo his understanding. — He was, how 
ever, still inclined to think that the 
King and the Princess were unac- 
quainted with the circumstance of the 
true cause of the lamentable death of 
Mariana, and conjectured that her fk^ 
ther would wait the return of the em- 
bassy, and learn the success of his 
scheme of assassination, before hewould 
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lay the matter open to the King; birt 
he also resolved on the sacrifice of 
the fether likewise at bis return, to 
preserve the secret for ever, and reta- 
liate the evil which had been so deeply 
contrived for him. Thus determined, he 
forbade all farther inquiry into the cir- 
cumstances which had led to the affair, 
ascribing it to the hopes of plunder in 
the two brothersT; and thus they jour- 
neyed on, nothing fart'her of conse- 
quence occurring till their arrival at 
the Persian Court. 

The Prince was received with the 
ceremony due to his rank ; and, though 
he attended to the instructions given 
him by Maximin, he nevertheless en- 
tered iuto the full enjoyment of tlic 
luxuries and boundless pleasures to 
which the Court of Persia was so par- 
ticularly addicted. While he was in- 
dulging in every voluptuous pleasure, 
he was suddenly surprised by the ar- 
rival of a hasty messenger from the 
King his father, desiring his instant 
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return. He was at a loss to conjec- 
ture the reason of so abrupt a request, 
especially as he had not yet had suflS- 
cient time or opportunity to complete 
the true object of bis mission ; and he 
imagined that if the physician had 
inade known his guilt, with respect to 
Mariana, such a circumstance would 
never operate as a suflicient ground to 
render such a hasty recal necessary, 
especially as his mission was connect- 
ed with such important concerns. Ne- 
vertheless, he readily obeyed, and the 
next day took leave of the Great Bang, 
yrho loaded him with some valuable 
presents, and he immediately set out 
on his return. 

. Shortly after Alexis had begun his 
journey to the Persian Court, Maxi- 
min had ventured to disclose his grand 
design to some of his trusty friends, 
among whom was his chief physician, 
the father of the unhappy Mariana ; 
yrho applauded the bold design,, and 
anticipated the most complete suc- 
c5 
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cess« Upon the fatal night of the mas* 
sacre of the two brothers, one of the 
wounded conspirators had made his 
escape, and returned to their lather to 
report the disastrous failure of their 
plot. When, therefore, he became ac- 
quainted with the horrid tale, he quick- 
ly conceived the full extent of the dan«» 
ger to which he should be exposed on 
the return of the Prince ; and he was 
convinced that nothing could avert 
his final destruction but the adoption 
of some desperate scheme, with a view 
as well to screen himself as to wreak hta 
vengeat^ce on tlie guilty author of all 
his calamities. He instantly told the 
King that he had received certain in* 
telligence that the Prince had treache- 
rously, and ungratefully, betrayed to 
the King of Persia the secret design 
^ which Maximin had formed against 
tiiat Monarch ; and that Alexis had re- 
ceived the foil assurance of the crown 
of Hira, on the dethronement of hi* 
sovereign^ as the reward of bi» perfidy* 
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To confirm this tale, he produced the 
fugitive assassins, who he affirmed had 
fled from the service of the Prince to 
inform the King of his dangent Alarm- 
ed at this seeming peril, and ever has^ 
in his resolves, Maximin instantly dit* 
patched a messenger to recal the Prince ; 
arid shortly afterwards sent a strong 
guard, to meet him on his return, and 
take him into custody^ They encoun- 
tered the unsuspecting Prince as he 
was repassing the frontier, and in^ 
^ Stan tly conveyed him to a very strong 
prison at a distance from the capitaL 
—This done, the physician, to inoH 
prove the advantage he had gained, 
bribed many more of the conspira- 
tors, who the Prince had pardoned, to 
confirm his assertions. The King was 
also farther led to believe the accusa- 
tion, on account of the great and Sud- 
den preparations of the King of Persia; 
though they were in reality designed 
for the actual protection of his terri- 
tories against the encroaching warlike 
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followers of Mahomet. Fully impregs* 
cd, however, with the truth of the 
physician's accusation, he refused to 
listen to the repeated application of 
the Prince to be told the nature of his 
offence, and face his accusers ; nor 
would he hearken to the earnest and 
incessant intreaties of his disconsolate 
and heart-broken daughter in behalf 
of her husband. 

The prison was most strictly guard- 
ed, and all intercourse whatever with 
the Prince most rigidly denied. Alexis 
contemplated with surprise and indig- 
nation the dungeon in which he was 
confined. — A small room was allotted 
Jhiim, and he was not permitted to hold 
any conversation with the officers of 
the prison. His food was conveyed to 
him through an aperture formed in the 
wall, which was always immediately 
closed again, and strongly secured. A 
small window close to the ceiling rf- 
forded a scanty portion of light, and 
all around him was silence and horror. 
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The mind of Alexis, naturally impa- 
tient and formed for action, could ill 
brook this reverse of fortune; he inces- 
santly perplexed his mind to conjec- 
ture what could have occasioned the 
•wrath of Maximin ; nor did his con- 
science charge himself with having 
merited such rigorous and unworthy 
treatment at his hands. His gloomy 
thoughts then glanced on the unhappy 
fate of Mariana ; but, though his heart 
acknowledged the injury done towards 
that lovely victim, yet he could not 
imagine how that affair could have 
provoked such a terrible punishment ; 
and he was persuaded that the Prin- 
cess, the extent of whose affection he 
had no cause to doubt, would never 
have consented to resign him to such a 
destiny. His tortured mind, therefore, 
still remained bewildered as to the 
cause of his imprisonment. 

Some time had now elapsed ; and, 
though the Princess had incessantly 
wearied her Royal Father with the moi^t 
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earnest petitions for her husband^s re-^ 
lease, or else soliciting to be made a 
partner in his captivity, yet Maximia 
remained firm in his resolve; while 
his anxiety and suspicions were kept 
alive by the constant insinuations of 
the physician, and the certain intelli- 
gence of the unusual warlike prepara- 
tions of the Persian Monarch. But the 
King did not, in the mean time, ne- 
glect to provide for his own safety; be 
visited all the castles and fortifications 
on the borders of his territories, repair- 
ed the strong fortresses^ supplied them 
with provisions and warlike stores, and 
stationed therein numerous garrisons. 
Meantime, Alexis was passing his me- 
lancholy hours in his dreary abode ; 
his haughty soul, prompted by despair 
at the reflection of the implacable tem- 
per of the King, had nearly resolved 
on his own destruction, but lie was di- 
verted from this design by an unlook- 
ed-for discovery.^— Though the win- 
dow of his dungeon was small, and 
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placed near the roof, he determined 
to climb up to it, and discover, if pos^ 
sible, some likelihood of escape. He 
began, therefore, with great diligence 
to pick out small apertures in the wall, 
to serve as steps to ascend to the win- 
dow. With tlie buckle of his cloak 
he commenced his work ; and, though 
the stubborn texture of the wall long 
resisted his efforts, (being formed of 
that extraordinary hard cement, well 
known in that part of the world, called 
bitumen, of which the immense walU 
of Babylon were composed,) still he 
succeeded in making a hole ; but, in 
penetrating a little farther, to his great 
surprise, he found he had made a way 
quite through the wall, into some other 
dark dungeon. 

A brighter gleam of hope now 
glanced across his mind : he proceeded 
in his operations ; and, by diligent per- 
severance and caution, lest the noise 
should betray him, he quickly made a 
cavity sufficiently large to admit Ivis 
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body. With cautious steps he passed 
a long passage without perceiving the 
snaallest ray of light ; and, after search- 
ing in vain for an opening, he return- 
ed disappointed to his dungeon. Sup- 
posing still that there must be some 
other communication with this place, 
and not discouraged by his first un- 
successful attempt, in the middle of 
the night he again ventured into 
the dreary passage. He now examin- 
ed the walls on eacli side very di- 
ligently as he proceeded ; but, after 
a tedious search, he could not discover 
any door or least sign of an outlet ; 
and, weary and disheartened, he once 
more returned to his dungeon, 

A daring scheme now entered his 
imagination ; — he had often endeavor- 
ed to draw from the jailer, when he 
daily appeared at the hole before de- 
scribed to give him his provisions and 
water, the reason of his confinement 
and the anger of the King, but he ne- 
ver received any answer ; the man pre- 
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served a constant and inflexible silence ; 
and the offer of the most brilliant re* 
wards, or the threats of the greatest 
vengeance, were alike fruitless : — he 
now thought that if he were to secrete 
himself in this gloomy passage, taking . 
with him some provisions, and repla* 
cing the substance to fill up the cavity 
of the wall, that the jailer would quick- 
ly miss him ; and that, if he should not 
discover or be acquainted with the place 
of his retreat, would naturally suppose 
that he had made his escape from the 
window, to which he previously de* 
signed to climb, to bend one of the 
bars, and inflict various other marks of 
violence, to mislead and deceive them; 
though he fo«nd from inspection that 
it would be impossible to effect his 
escape from the window^ 

Should it fall out as he wished, he 
imagined that the door of his prison, 
which had never been opened from the 
time of his first entrance, would be left 
unbarred, and the prison itself less ri* 



y Google 



4f 

gidly guarded, when he might ven- 
ture from his concealment, and finally 
accomplish his escape. No sooner 
had he formed his plan than he put it 
in execution ; — he preserved a quantity 
of his food for some days ; he carefully 
formed a portion of the fragments of 
the wall, which he moistened for that 
purpose with the water he received for 
his daily drink, and fitted it exactly to 
the size of the cavity he had made ; in 
the middle of which he festened the 
buckle of his cloak, to enable him to 
draw it close after him, and fit it to its 
jJace ; and he lastly, in the middle of 
the night, made the necessary attack 
upon the window, to mislead His keep- 
ers, and preserve him from discovery. 
Having accomplished every thing ac- 
cording to his mind, at break of day 
he committed himself to his hiding- 
place, carefully pulled up the fragment 
after him, which fitted exactly tht 
hole through which he had crept, and 
there waited the issue of his scheme. 
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As Alexis had conjectured, so it 
happened : — the jailer instantly missed 
his prisoner, from not hearing the cus- 
tomary questions, and shortly after- 
wards the Prince heard him enter the 
dungeon with a guard of soldiers :«— 
their attention was instantly directed to 
the window, and with the greatest joy 
he heard them declare, that way was 
the only one by which he could pos- 
sibly escape ; and with this convictioa 
he heard them depart. Elated with 
the success of his plan thus far, he 
turned his thoughts to effect his actual 
liberation ; but, to his infinite morti'- 
fication, upon inspecting the prison- 
door on the return of night, he found 
it fast as heretofore, and that it would 
defy all his attempts to force his way. 
Again, therefore, he retreated to his 
passage, in hopes an opportunity would 
shortly occur to accomplish his design. 

On hearing of the supposed escape 
of Alexis, Maximin gave way to the 
most ungovernable rage. He ordered 
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the jailer and the guards, who had the 
care of the prisoner, to suffer instantly 
under the hands of the executioner ;^- 
and the physician, whose fears were 
more particularly excited for his own 
safety, but still bent on the most ex- 
emplary vengeance for the wrongs he 
had endured, insinuated to the King, 
it was more than probable that the 
Princess, who, he observed, had of 
a sudden become more tranquil, liad 
bribed the guards to let her husband 
escape. 

The King, Blinded by passion and 
revenge, suffered himself to be led 
away by the malicious counsel of the 
physician, and listened to the sugges- 
tion that his daughter had conspired 
with the traitorous Prince, and had con- 
trived to release him ; and he imagined 
the enraged Prince would now join 
the assembled forces of the Persian 
Monarch. Without farther delibera- 
tion, he ordered the Princess to be 
seized, conveyed to the same prison. 
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and placed in the very dungeon whence 
Alexis was supposed to have escaped. 
A more confidential guard was assign- 
ed her than had been stationed there 
before, and the unhappy and innocent 
Princess was immediately carried to 
the wretched place of her confinement. 
Meanwhile, Alexis had nearly begun 
to despair. The prison, being seldom 
in use but on very extraordinary oc- 
casions, had been totally deserted since 
the day of his supposed escape; he 
had in vain endeavored to explore an 
opening in his dreary hiding-place, or 
force the door of the dungeon ; and his 
provisions had been for some time ex- 
hausted. — Driven almost to madness 
at the prospect of a lingering and in- 
glorious death, he was on the point of 
beating out his brains in despair against 
the walls of his dungeon, when he sud- 
denly heard the noise of the enormous 
doors grating upon their rusty hinges 
— footsteps advanced — he flew to his 
secret door, and had barely time tp 
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enter, and draw the fragment of the 
wall after him, before his dungeon wa3 
unbarred; and, from the bustle and 
the indistinct sounds which he could 
collect, he imagined it must be son^ 
new prisoner which had arrived. 

After the jailers had withdrawn, a 
solemn pause ensued, when he was sur- 
prised with the sighs and groans of a 
female ; and, while he listened with 
the most fixed attention, these words 

struck his astonished ear : " Ah I 

Aie^xis, my loved lord! had I been per- 
TOitted to visit this gloomy mansion, 
this abode of wretchedness, whil^ thy 
dear form was doomed to languish 
here, these horrid walls would have 
filled my heart with no terrors ; safe in 
thy loved arms, I would have been con- 
tent to brave every danger, to undergo 
all hardships, to endure the ungovern^ 
able rage of my misguided father!-?- 
but, alas ! thou art far away, exposed 
to new perils, surrounded with dan* 
gers on every side, and may never apr 
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rive to rescue thy faithful OrsindA 
from the cruel destiny to which she is 
doomed V^ 

For some minutes he remained fixed 
to the spot with astonishment ; but, 
when be collected his scattered senses^ 
he burst from his concealment, and the 
Princess beheld before her the sunken 
and almost famished form of her long- 
lost Lord ! During the first rapturous 
moments of joy at this unexpected and 
abnost miraculous meeting, the gloomy 
horrors of the dungeon were forgotten 
in their endearing caresses. As the 
same precautions were not observed by 
the guards towards their female prisoner 
as were formerly used by those who 
had the care of the Prince, the necessa- 
ries for her support M-ere brought to 
her through the common door of the 
dungeon, instead of through the aper- 
ture, which has been before described ; 
for, the former unfortunate jailer, being 
well acquainted with the desperate and 
daring character of Alexis, had used 
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that method, not choosing to risk the 
opening of the door when once it was 
closed upon his prisoner ; — ^and after a 
few days had elapsed, the Princess was 
permitted to have one of her own fe- 
male attendants to wait on her during 
the day, but who was constraaied to 
depart always in the evening. Her ab- 
sence was the signal for the approach 
of the Prince from his darksome abode ; 
for as yet they had not dared to confide 
the secret to the attendant. Thus were 
these Heirs of the Throne of the Kingr 
dom of Hira obliged to dwell in a 
dungeon's gloom, partaking together 
of the scanty allowance afforded to his 
daughter by the inexorable Maximin ! 
It was now time that Alexis should 
employ his ingenuity and courage to 
escape from this dreadful thraldom.— r- 
First, he suggested that the Princess 
should require the aperture, through 
which he had formerly received his 
provisions, to be set open, as abso- 
lutely necessary for the sake of air ; 
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this, ds they supposed, was immedU 
aiely granted, as the jailer was under 
no apprehension of the Princess being 
able to make her escape that way.— « 
They then found it necessary that they 
should have some assistance from a 
friend at liberty, to provide a horse 
in readiness, should he be fortunate 
enough to escape^4rom the prison- 
walls ; and they therefore determined 
to confide in the female, who had ever 
shewn herself particularly attached to 
her Royal Mistress. This was done ; 
and it was agreed that she should come 
the next day upon a fleet horse, leaving 
it at a short distance from the prison^ 
in the care of a trusty page. 

The faithful attendant performed het 
task; the horse was procured, and in 
readiness : the jailer came at the usual 
hour, in the dusk of the evening, to let 
out the servant ; and no sooner was 
the dungeon-door closed, than Alexis 
darted through the aperture ; descend- 
ed into the court of the prison, and en- 
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tered the garden unobserved; — here 
he had a high wall to climb, whose 
strait sides afforded him no prospect 
of attaining the summit ; a happy 
thought glanced across his mind — ^he 
seized in his Herculean grasp a small 
tree, which grew at some distanbe from 
the wall, 'and, by exerting to the. ut- 
most his most wonderful strength, he 
tore it up by the roots, and, bearing it 
on his shoulders, placed it against the 
)yall ; in an instant he gained the top, 
dropped without difficulty on the other 
side, and flew swiftly to the place ap- 
pointed, where he found the faithful 
female, impatiently waiting his arrival. 
—He mounted with sensations of the 
most exquisite kind, bade her assure her 
Royal Mistress that he would speedily 
return to her release, or perish in the 
attempt; thqn flew across the country, 
and was quickly lost to the view. 

All that night and the following day, 
he traveHed without the smallest inter- 
mission, when tpward? evening his 
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tigue.— He then pursued his journey 
on foot, and had already gained the 
passes of the mountains, which formed 
the frontiers of Hira, where he would 
quickly have eluded all pursuit, whetC 
he was suddenly surrouiided by a troo^ 
of horsemen. 

On the first intelligence of his former 
supposed escape, a high price had beert 
Set on his head, and numerous squa^ 
drons had been dispersed in divers di- 
rections to retake him ; his p^-son and 
dress had been most minutely describ- 
ed ; and, though hitherto their search 
had of course been fruitless, yet^ the 
attempt had not been given up.— The 
Prince was instantly recognized, and 
they prepared to seize their prize ; 
but Alexis, though unarmed, snatched 
the soldier's lance who first attempted 
to lay hold of him, and in a moment laid 
two of the troop dead at his feet ; but 
in this efibrt the lance was broken, and 
being exhausted with fatigue and want 
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of rest, he was quickly overpowered 
and secured. — ^They placed him upon 
a horse, tied his feet under the belly of 
the beast, whose bridle was also niade 
fast on each side to two of their com- 
pany ; and in this manner they hast- 
ened on towards the nearest fortifica^ 
tion, there to secure him till the King^s 
pleasure should be known. — ^But night 
came on, and, as they passed by the 
$ide of an old castle in ruins, Alexis 
desired permission to stop to perform 
the necessities of nature : he was al- 
lowed to do so, and by the help of the 
broken lance, which be still held, he 
placed himself on the other side of a 
fragment of the decayed wall.— His 
fruitful genius again conceived a pro- 
spect of eluding his guards. — He fixed 
his broken staff in the ground, on the 
top of which he hung his cloak and 
cap, to. engage the attention of the 
soldiers, and, aided by the dusk of the 
evening, he crept along the side of the 
wall, passed by the whole troop, and 
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gained (he bank of the roaring stream t)f 
a rapid river, which flowed at a small 
distance at the foot of the ruins. — The 
scheme succeeded — »the soldiers, de- 
ceived by the appearance of their pri-^ 
soner on the other side of the broken 
ivall, waited quietly for him ; and it 
was not till Alexis had plunged into 
the wide and roaring flood, and after 
a desperate struggle had reached the 
distant shore in safety, that they dis- 
<?overed, too late, the trick which had 
been so successfully played upon them 
to elude their vigilance.— Not sup- 
posing that Alexis had crossed tim 
dangerous stream, they scoured the 
couhtry round during the whole night; 
and al length returned to the capital 
with the certainty that Alexis had 
reached the Persian dominions. 

Meanwhile, the Prince pursued his 
way, soon regained another passage in 
the mountains, and early the next 
morning found himself safe in Persiii, 
and out of the reach of hia inflexible 
D 3 
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fether-in-law. He continued the same 
route through which he had so lately 
passed in all the pomp of royal splen- 
dour, and he soon arrived at the hos- 
pitable castle of a Persian nobleman, 
where he had been magnificently en- 
tertained during his former journey •■ — 
Here he received every necessary at- 
tention, and artfully informed the 
owner, that he had on his road again 
to the Persian Court been encountered 
by a numerous body of the roving 
Arabs, and was the only one of all his 
train who had escaped the sword of the 
robbers. — He immediately was provi- 
ded with raiment and money, and, thus 
recruited, he again set forward. 

It had been previously concerted by 
Alexis and the Princess, as they were 
both wholly ignorant of the true cause 
of the displeasure of the King, that he 
should, on his effecting his escape, go 
direotly to the sister of the Princess, 
who, as before related, was married to 
a Persian nobleman, and implore their 
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mediation to prevail on Maximin to 
liberate his daughter. To this Prince's 
province he, therefore, directed his 
course, and in a few days arrived at 
his Castle, He was received with the 
utmost kindness by his noble kinsman, 
who listened to his story with attention 
and concern, and the gallant Persian 
proposed to go himself to the Court of 
Maximin, lo learn the cause of his an- 
jger, and to erideavour to pacify his 
wrath. — ^Some present domestic cir- 
cuiti^tance, however, prevented the 
iilimediate departure of the generous 
Conradin, but the necessary prepari- 
tions were put in forwardness for his 
journey. — Meanwhile Alexis was en- 
tertained by the Prince and his feir 
bride in the most sumptuous manner. 
Though he had ever thought the Prin- 
cess Ori^inda a most rare and accom- 
plished beauty, he was forcibly stricken 
^vith the elegant and majestic demea- 
nor of her sister, his noble hostess ; the 
more he discerned the lustre of her 
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charms, the more his roving heart be* 
came enslaved ; in the contemplatioa 
of her dignified deportment and com- 
manding features, he forgot the lovdy 
innocence, theniild and endearing fond* 
ness, and the soft expressive counte- 
nance of his unhappy wife. — His hearty 
little inclined to constancy, and much 
Jess to gratitude or duty, conceived the 
dark and treacherous design of sup- 
planting his kinsman in his love, and 
of depriving him of his domestic hapr 
J)iness for ever ; and this too at tiie mo- 
ment that he was avaihng himself of 
his friendship, and partaking of his hos- 
pitality. 

When once resolved, it was the in- 
variable maxim of Alexis to put his 
resolution into immediate practice, — 
His first attempt was to endeavor if 
he could discern any partiality in the 
behaviour of Zara towards him ; — he 
watched every motion, he attended to 
every action, and formed his judge- 
ment on the most trifling and insigni- 
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ficatit circumstances ; but in nothing' . 
could he draw any favorable conclu- 
sion, to lM)pe the least success to his 
iufamous design • — Zara, however^ was 
by no means insensible to the exterior 
graces of Alexis ; and her heart had 
already formed comparisons between 
the martial demeanor and manly beauty 
of the Prince and the more mild, pla- 
cid, and benignant, virtues of her Lord* 
— She had also observed the assiduous 
attention and officious politeness of the 
Prince towards her ; and she was not 
so great a novice in the art of intrigue 
as not perfectly to understand the 
meaning of his penetrating glances, his 
half-suppressed sigh, and apparent ne- 
gligence of every other object when 
she was present. — Convinced of the 
certainty of her triumph over his heart,, 
dazzled with the grjaces of bis person,, 
^nd charmed with his gallantry, she, 
soon formed a partiality in her breast 
for her guilty lover ; at once renoun* 
cing her claim to the possession of ho* 
n5 
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nourand virtue. — ^But, cautious in her 
resolves, she chose to hide from her 
admirer the triumph he had acquired 
over her aflfections, and the tumult he 
had formed in her breast, lest a too easy 
compliance with his wishes should de- 
prive her of his regard. — But she little 
knew the heart of Alexis. — Hitherto, 
he had displayed before her eyes only 
the softer and more engaging part of 
his character; yet, had he imagined 
for a moment that to gain her consent 
had been a hopeless vision, he wouW not 
have scrupled to have violated all the 
laws of friendship, hospitality ,.and love, 
and have pitched upon some scheme 
of violence to gratify his unbounded 
passion ; for, as before observed, when 
once resolved, it was his next and im« 
mediate step to act upon this resolu- 
tion. — Still, however, caution and fear 
on the part of Zara precluded an op- 
portunity for Alexis to declare his 
guilty passion ; and the dark mischief- 
brooding mind of the Prince had al- 
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teady formed a plan for effecting, by 
stratagem, wh^t he feai'ed he could not 
accompliish hf opeh consent; wheft 
chance thrfeW a circumsftance in the 
Way which soon revealed the secrets of 
each other's hearts. 

Conradin had proposed a morning 
hunt in the forests round his Castle^ 
and the Prince was glad to employ a 
portion of the time which hung heavy 
on his mind in his faivorite amusement. 
—At break of day th6y rode into the 
wood, accortpianied by a train of do- 
mestics, and Zara rode between Alexis 
and her Lord. — They started an im- 
mense boar from a thicket, which di- 
rected its flight into the gbomy forest, 
and the hui^tefs wer6 quickly scattered 
in the ptirsuit.— -Through design or 
destiny, Alexis soon found himself 
alone with the object of his consrtant 
desire, and, while he was meditating 
upoft th6 manner of His attack, the 
horse of the Priiicess stumbletl ever 
the underwood, and threw her no the 
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ground. — ^Alexis flew to her rescue § 
and, as she seemed stunned and faint- 
ing, he uncovered her bosom to give 
her air, and perceived a small locket, 
vvhich, to his infinite surprize, con- 
tained his own portrait executed by 
herself; fired with the thoughts of this 
discovery, he ventured to print a kiss 
upon her yet hvid lips. While he in-^ 
dulged his eager eyes with the display 
of her beauty as she lay in his arms, 
the returning blood pressed into her 
beauteous cheeks, and, as he raptu* 
rously kissed her uncovered bosom, a 
heaving sigh warned him of re-anima- 
ted life, and she once more opened her 
eyes.— As a mutual discovery of their 
inclinations had now transpired, all 
farther reserve became useless ; nor 
would the enraptured desire of Alexis: 
allow him to forego this advantageous 
moment. 

The noise of the hunters had died 
away upon the ear, the scene was still 
and iaviting— 'he i^md her— she lean- 
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ed on his bosom — he led her to a ver * 
dant bank, composed her ruffled spi- 
Tits^ revived her with some water from 
a neighbouring brook, and finally fixed 
for ever their own infamy, and the dis- 
grace of the much -injured generous 
Conradin! 

They now deemed.it fit to ride back 
to the Castle, where they were soon 
after joined by the hunters; and Zara 
met the eyes of Conradin with an un- 
blushing countenance. — Fatigue waa 
the reason she assigned for her return, 
and which passed as truth with the un- 
suspecting Prince. — ^Frequent oppor- 
tunities now occurred to the lovers, 
without the smallest alarm being oc- 
casioned in Conradin, and he had now 
fixed on the day of his departure ta 
to the Court of Maximin in behalf of 
his traitorous guest. 

On the morning after the hunt, he 
had dispatched a slave to his brother, 
whose province was contiguous to hi& 
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journey, and to request his attendance 
at the Castle during his absence, to en- 
tertain and be a companion for Alexis. 
— But Fate had yet much to do before 
he could execute his benevolent pur- 
pose. — ^The scene in the forest had not 
been so secret, but it was observed by 
a eunuch belonging to Conradin, who 
had also been separated from the hun- 
ters, and had staid, by some accident, 
near the place of their guilty inter-» 
course. — He had luckily avoided dis- 
covery, and, after therr departure, had 
joined the hunters on their return. — 
He had resolved to acquaint his Lord 
with the infidelity of his Mistress ; but, 
before he could have that opportunity, 
•which he had reserved for the follow- 
ing day, he was pitched upon by his 
master to be the messenger to his bro- 
ther. — The slave tliought this was a 
better opportunity ; for, he imagined he 
should obtain a double compensation^ 



y Google 



63 

in proving his faithful attachment, by^ 
revealing the fatal secret to the brother 
as well as to his master. 

It was some days' journey to and from 
the Castle of Conradin*s relation ; and in 
the interval of the stave's absence, and 
the delay of the knowledge of the fatal 
secret, the guilty lovers enjoyed the 
bent of their lustful appetites. — The 
evening of the return of the eunuch 
was the one preceding the departure 
of Conradin. — Already had he retired 
early to rest, purposing to set forwards 
at day-light the following morning : — 
his attendants also were taking repose, 
that they might have all in r^adinesj^ 
by the first dawn of day. — The even^-^ 
ing was serene and beautiful, — the 
warbling tenants of the grove had re- 
tired to rest, — the moon rose majestic 
above the battlements, and her pale 
beams glimmered through the trees, or 
played on the rising column of the 
fountain, which reflected innumerable 
spangles from its unceasing motion ! — 
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Alexis was already seated in the ap* 
pointed bower, so often the scene of 
their guilty meetings, and was anxi- 
ously waiting the arrival of the Prin- 
cess. — He heard the sound of ap- 
proaching footsteps^ and listened with 
eager attention, expecting quickly to 
clasp the willing fair in his arms ; but 
the sound of the footsteps had sud- 
denly ceased, and nothing was to be 
heard but the murmuring of the distant 
fountain.— Soon, however,^ be beheld 
the pbject of his desire gliding lightly 
over the flowery way, and they flew 
with rapture into each other^s em- 
brace! — Zara was loud in her exulta- 
tion on the approaching departure 
of her Lord, who had now be- 
come in her eyes an irksome re- 
straint upon her pleasure ; and Alexis 
joined in the anticipation of the hours 
of uninterrupted love which they 
should share in the absence of Con- 
radin* — ^Soft dalliance succeeded to 
mutual protestations of love and tea- 
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derness*-but Heaven had prepared an 
act of terror to close the guilty scene! 

The slave, who had been sent to 
Conradin's brother to acquaint him 
with the purport of his journey to the 
Court of Maximin, and to invite him 
to Ills Castle to entertain Alexis in his 
absence, had, as before stated, returned 
at this time ; he had already acquaint- 
ed his master's brother with the trea- 
chery of Alenis towards his Lord, and 
the infidelity of his mistress ; and this 
nobleman, roused with the sense of his 
family ^s dishonour, had dispatched the 
slave back in haste to inform his master 
of the whole affair, with an assurance 
that he should follow quickly, to en- 
sure the infliction of the most exem- 
plary vengeance on the unprincipled 
delinquent. 

Conradin had retired to rest when 
the slave arrived ; but the eunuch's 
suspicious eye had discerned Alexis 
proceeding to the garden, which he 
conjectured might lead to a repetition 
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of what he had seen in the wood : 

he therefore followed silently, and 
saw him enter the bower : — he waited 
some time to see the Princess arrive, 
but as that did not happen immedi- 
ately, he softly approached the bc^wer 
to listen if she were already tliere ; and 
his were the footsteps which had caught 
the attentive ear of the expecting 
Prince; — at that moment the Princess 
appeared, and the eunuch just tarried 
to overhear the first transports of their 
meeting, and then hastily withdrew to 
inform his injured master; for, he na- 
turally thought the best proof of his , 
tale would be in summoning the Prince 
to be an eye-witness of the conduct of 
the treacherous pair! — He entered 
without ceremony the chamber of the 
sleeping Conradin, and, briefly re- 
counting the horrid fact, urged him ta 
follow his steps to the fatal spot ! 

Conradin snatched his sabre, and 
followed with unsteady pace* and an 
agitated soul.— They passed the walk 
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in cautious haste, while the light rustt 
ling of the leaves appeared to forebode 
approaching horror, resembling the 
awful silence of Nature before the 
bursting storm, which breaks with 
sudden crash over the devoted plains ! 

They drew nigh the objects of 

their search — even the lustful ki^ 
sounded in his frenzied ear — he heard 
the murmuring raptures; of their mutual 
embrace ! — he sickened with excess of 
rage, and his knees trembled— he was 
roused again by their whispers— and 
rushed at once upon the astonidied 
lovers! 

" Perfidious \*Tetch V^ exclaimed the 
enfuriated Couradin, ** receive the re- 
w,ardofthy base ingratitude!'^ — and 
with these words he aimed a deadly 
blow at the prostrate Alexis ; — whilel 
with equal rage he struck at the Prin- 
cess! — but his passion frustrated 
his intention,, and rendered his effort 
abortive. — Alexis, though wounded^ 
sprung up in an instant, closed witl> 
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the enraged husband, by dint of hi* 
superior strength threw him on the 
ground, and stamped his gigantic foot 
upon the neck of the unhappy Prince! 
Ills sabre dropped from his feeble grasp, 
which Alexis instantly plunged in his 
breast, and his life-blood flowed at the 
feet of his adulterous wife ! 

The slave, who had accompanied hiaf 
master, stood horror-stricken at the 
{Scene ; when Alexis, rightly judging 
that he had been the author of the dis- 
covery, with both hands seized him 
by the throat, and stretched bim life- 
less upon the dead body of his master. 
— ^Zara, though appalled at the dismal 
scene before her eyes, had sufficient 
presence of mind to recollect the dan- 
gers which surrounded her. — She re- 
presented to Alexis that it was neces- 
sary they should fly from the Castle, 
as the arrival of Conradni^s brother was 
to be expected every hour. She, there- 
fore, bade him strip the slave of his 
dress, with which she retired to her 
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chamber, while Alexis hastened to se* 
cure horses for their swift conveyance 
from the fury of Conradin's enraged 
relatives. In a short time he was joined 
by the Princess, who had packed up 
lier jewels and valuables, and emptied 
the coffers of her late much-injured 
husband ; — and, attired in the habit of 
the dead eunuch, she mounted a swift 
steed which Alexis had prepared for 
her, and they directed their course to- 
wards the Desert. 

By the morning's dawn, they found 
themselves at the foot of a lofty moun- 
tain ; and, as hitherto they had pursued 
the strait road, Alexis thought it would 
be advisable, in order to elude pursuit, 
to strike out of the common track, and 
they entered a thick wood on the 
right, — Here their progress was much 
impeded by the thick underwood which 
obstructed the steps of their beasts, as 
also by the entangled branches of 
the trees, which bent in some places 
down to the ground. They found, at 
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length, an open spot, and there they 
purposed to rest, and allow their horses 
to feed upon the verdant grass which 
appeared around. 

The wound of Alexis, which, by 
reason of their precipitate flight, had 
hitherto been little thought of, now 
began to be very painful, and the 
Princess dressed it, and bound it up in 
the best manner she was able. — She 
had not forgotten to provide a few 
sweetmeats for their refreshment ; and, 
after some hours rest, they remounted 
their horses, and pursued their way 
through the forest. 

They travelled with difficulty, fre- 
quently interrupted by impenetrable 
clusters of trees, and immense and 
frightful precipices, which often obliged 
them to make a compass of great 
length to find a convenient pass ; — and 
night overtook them while they were 
yet bewildered in the gloomy recesses 
of the surrounding woods. Tired and 
fatigued, but not dispirited, they 
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sought a shelter from the night in a 
neighbouring thicket, and their horses 
were left to feed near the retreat,— 
Zara^s haughty mind was npty how^ 
ever, free from some feelings of remorse, 
upon contemplating the fatal issue of 
her unlawful passion, but she sought 
relief from the secret admonitions of 
her heart in the embraces of her wicked 
and blood-stained paramour. 

After a few hours rest, they rose to 
pursue their journey, and Alexis went 
forth to make ready their bea$t$ : — ^he 
repaired to the spot where he had left 
them the preceding night, but they 
were not there — he continued seeking 
them in vain — he mounted some of 
the highest trees to discover if they 
liad strayed afar off, but his labour 
was fruitless, and he returned to the 
thicket to acquaint Zara with the un- 
welcome tidings. 

They were now obliged to pursue 
their route on foot, and had not proi- 
ceeded far when they were startled 
with the sight of the body of one of 
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their beasts half devoured, and the 
other at a little distance nearly in the 
same state. Sensible of the danger 
which they had escaped by being en- 
closed during the night in the thicket; 
which had, no doubt, saved them front 
a similar fate, they for a moment ac* 
knowledged in their hearts the mercy 
of Providence, who had preserved 
them from a death which their con- 
duct had well merited at his hands ; 
but these reflections were of short du- 
ration, and were quickly driven from 
their minds by the force of their in- 
nate wicked dispositions. 

Alexis had been deceived by the 
length of the wood, in entering which, 
he now perceived he must have devi- 
ated greatly from the road he had pur-^ 
posed to go ; and Zara became alarmed 
at the increasing obstructions which 
presented themselves to their view, 
and at the recollection of the peril 
which they had just escaped, as well 
as the prospect there was of being 
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chreadful forest. 

Tliey contintiM thehp labodaus joav* 
irey till the decliBing san bespoke the 
approach of evening ; aad, soon after» 
the gathering clouds seemed to portend 
a storm ; — ^while yet tihey bf oke theiif 
way through the entwining brambles^ 
i^eary of an endless struggle in eiuiea- 
vouring to explore an outlet^ the distant 
thunder vibrated iii their ears, and the 
rain began to descend in torrents. * ■ 
Alexis endeavoured to cheer his com* 
^panion with the assurances of being 
i^oon able to regain the road, and Zaral 
exerted all her strength and spirits to 
^stain the weight of the incessant few 
tigue she underwent.— -Meanwhile the 
storm increased ; the lightning darted 
round them with vivid glare, and the 
erasliing thunder rolled most awfully 
over their heads. — Louder and louder 
peal followed peal with little inter- 
mission, and a sudden darkness enveK 
ioped them, which was only rendered 
£ 
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more palpable by the frequent flashes 
of liquid fire, which seemed to sur- 
round them every moment ; while, to 
complete their horror, they were con- 
tinually alarmed by the roaring of wild 
beasts, which they distinguished du- 
ring the intervals of the dreadful claps 
of thunder. — Drenched with rain, and 
encompassed with peril, the fortitude 
of the Princess began to decline, and 
she leaned fearfully on the arm of 
Alexis : — she trembled, her limbs lost 
their strength; and, as he sustained 
her sinking frame^ a lengthened vivid 
flash discovered to his sight her faint- 
ing pale features. — ^In this extremity, 
the Prince cast his €ye$ round in des- 
pair, when he thought he saw a glim- 
mering light at no great distance ;— 
snatching the Princess in his arms, he 
instantly made his way towards it ; 
and, after frequently losing sight of it, 
and then bursting again upon bis view, 
be arrived at length at the door of a 
Wiall hut, just at which moment the 
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Princess began to revive:— her cx^ 
faausted hopes were cheered at the dis- 
covery, and Alexis knocked gently at 
the door, which was opened by an old 
man in a hermit's dress, who welcomed 
tbem in to his humble dwelling to take 
a temporary shelter from the pity less 
storm.-^Their ancient host made no 
inquisitive observations, but entreated 
them to rest themselves there during 
the night, as they were for from any 
habitation, and he would guide their 
footsteps into a path at the dawn of 
day, that would lead them out of the 
wood. 

They took a short repose on the her* 
jnit's bed, but Zara's frame had under-^ 
gone too much fatigue and fright, and 
she was seized with a sudden illness, 
which prevented their setting forward 
the next day. Meanwhile, Alexis in* 
formed the hermit that he was travel- 
ling towards the valley of Islam, which 
lay upon the western borders of the 
kingdom of Hira ; that he had missed 
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Jus way 10 thi9 fore$t| ^i>d relaJL^d ikt 
manner of losing their horses.— The 
hermit expressed his astonUhmeot that 
be should have undertaken so lonj^ and 
diingerow a journey, a<:com{>anie€l 
with only a sU)gle p^ge,— a^ the forest 
W2i$ not 0Qly mujch inf^$ted with wild 
baastSi hut subject tQ the freq-ueat in- 
roads of thiQ Arabs^ who bunted in the 
same for theiu diver9i<Mi ; but he pi^ 
mised to put Aem in a road, the 
bast liable to expose theis: to tli^ dan- 
gers he had described, and by which*, 
ifi a few days, lie hoped they m\ght 
reach the valley of Islam. — ^But Zara'sr 
fever increased, which did not promise 
much hope of a speedy depari:ure. 
. The hermit attended with anxiotu! 
cai» the distemper of the siippesed 
page; J^nd Alexis, seeing Uttle pro-* 
spectof pursuing their journey ftirsom«l 
days, aod feai'ftil of rediKang th&t 
stock of provisions of the frieudly her-! 
imt, he inquired if he could furnish; 
him with a Persian bow, and he wouU 
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go and hunt In the forest to augment 
their fare. 

The oW man opened a closet, and 
presented him with a bow and quiver ; 
and, as he placed thetn in the hands 
of the Prince, tears trickled down hii 
aged cheeks, and he appeared most 
sensibly affected • 

Sarprised at his grief, Alexis inqnhfed 
the cause of his being so moved ;*— 
while the hermit replied, pressing his 
hand with fervour >— '* Go ! and pur- 
sue your amusement; and, at your 
return^, I will endeavour to regain that 
composure which this circumstance 
lias tended to lireak, and will relate to 
you a tale of grief, the impression of 
which, time and contemplation have 
in vain endeavoured to efface I'* 

Alexis departed, and penetrated into 
the thickest of the forest ; while Zara, 
the pretended page, was attended by 
the hermit with the tenderest care.— 
Evening approached, and Alexis re* 
E 3 



y Google 



78 

turned with the body of a Jarge stag 
which he had slain ;-«-and after this 
repast, the Princess being somewhat 
better, they seated themselves by their 
ancient host, who began his tale in 
the foUo^ving manner :— 

THE 

HERMIT OF THE FOREST. 



My father was a merchant of Bas* 
5ora, and had a numerous family.-— 
My brothers all followed the profes- 
sion of arms, and served in the armies 
Of the Sultans. I was the youngest, 
and was designedrto^ucceed my fether 
in his extensive business :-— my sisters 
\vrere all married except the eldest, 
who preferred a single life, and sup- 
plied the place of my mother, who 
had been some time dead; she took 
care of our mansion during the absence 
of my father, who used to accompany 
^le caravans, which carried our mer- 
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chandize across the Desert to Cairo, 
Bagdad, &c. The merchants travel- 
ling in these caravans were always 
armed, to defend themselves against 
the roving Arabs, who frequently at- 
tempted to plunder them. — The bow 
and quiver which I presented to you 
yesterday was one of his ; and the re- 
collection of his untimely and mise-^ 
rable fate drew forth involuntary tears ; 
—and brought also to my mind the 
happiness of my early days, and the 
bitter remembrance of my subsequent 
misfortunes. : 

During my father's last journey 
with one of these caravans, in which 
was embarked the chief amount of our 
•wealth in merchandize, while in the 
midst of the Desert, they were over- 
taken by one of those calamities, 
which it is impossible to foresee, or, 
foreseeing, impossible to prevent ;-^I 
mean the dreadful moving mountains 
of burning sand, wliich, stirred up by 
•a violent and irresistible wind,.col- 
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leeting 9S it advances, darkens the air 
for several leagues rounds and, finally 
falling, overwhelms eyery thing in its 
way. — ^Th^ merphjants and their atten- 
dants, which accompanied the ca^ 
ravan, ^moiuited to nearly 13,000 
sottls, besides a numerous body of 
camels, mules, &c, — and goods to 
an immense value. — All were over- 
whelmed in one promiscuous ruin.Tr 
Flight at that awful moment is una** 
vailing, — the gathering mountaiq, 
•tretching as wide as the eye caji 
reach, and swift as the wind by which 
it is borne along, encompasses with 
certain death the pedestrian traveller, . 
or he who is mounted on the swiftest 
camel or Arabian steed.— This dread* 
ful visitation also happened in the 
night, the time which is generally 
used by the travellers in crossing the 
deserts, to avoid the heat of the burn- 
ing sun^beams. — ^The lengthened line 
of the procession of so vast a body of 
people happily afforded an opportuni- 
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ty for a few slaves in the rear to sare 
themselves, and who arrived atBassora 
to tell the dreadful tale I— Not; a vestige 
was to be seen remaining of so Vdsta 
host, nor even was the tract they had 
taken to be afterwards discerned, r-* 
My sister, whose affection for her fk* 
ther was very great, did not long sur« 
vive his loss ; she soa& after sickened 
and died) and I alone remained of all 
our once numerous family in the city 
of Bassora. — I collected together the 
remnant of my father^s effects, and 
Stili found myself above penury and 
want ;— and in^ a few years, (ah ! woe- 
fol recoUectioD !) I united myself to 
a female slave, who had been ^ chief 
favorite of my late sister, and for whom 
I had conceived a fatal prepossession* 
I raised her from a slave to freedon; 
from bondage, ignominy, and dis* 
grace, to liberty, honor, andlov0;*-* 
in fine, I gave her my heart, my soul^ 
my aH,**-for I doeted on her ;— and 
she vctomed me only dissimulalion fps 
£ S 
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affection, infamy and treachery for 
honor and plighted faith, and insult 
and cruelty for tenderness and love ! 
Ah ! ill-fated Felice^ how happy might 
you have lived, how divinely blessed 
had been your faithful and too generous 
Ibrahim, had you been grateful instead 
of perfidious,— had you been virtuous 
and deserving as you were base, vi- 
cious, and abandoned! — But peace 
to thy shade ! — thy cruel death be thy 
only punishment, and atone for thy 
wickedness and immorality ! — For 
some time I lived in Happiness and 
ease ;— -with sufficient wealth and the 
possession of beauty and love, I en- 
joyed a blissful life ; — till the clouds 
of adverse fortune emptied their store 
of ills upon my devoted head ! — I speak 
ftot of any failure in my pecuniary re-, 
sources, — but fate ordained it so, that 
I should one day meet with a young 
merchant, the son of a distant branch of 
my father's family ; we had known each 
6ther in our infancy, and I welcomed 
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him to my house, and insisted on his 
taking up his abode with me during 
his stay in Bassora. 

The' merchandize which he had 
brought to our city not meeting with 
. a ready market, his stay was necessa- 
rily protracted for some considerable 
time ; while, to render the disappoint- 
ment occasioned by this delay less vex* 
ations, and his hours less irksome, I 
strove to engage his mind in divers 
schemes of pleasure and amusement. 
One day we bunted ; — on another we 
perambulated the beautiful city of 
Bassora, examining the curiosities of 
art and nature contained in it ;^-or 
spent our hours at home, enlivened 
by the sprightly dance, or iistenifig 
to the enchanting strains of the min- 
strel. — At length a caravan arrived^ 
which brought with it some valuable 
commodities consigned to my care, 
and my time became consequently 
n;ruch employed abroad. — Amrou 
(Which was the traitor's name) for 
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some day3 attended me during the 
time I was employed in executing my 
commission ; but at last he feigned 
indisposition, and remained at home. 
In consequence of his appearing una* 
4)le to prosecute the termination of his 
own affairs, or attend me in the pro- 
gress of mine, I cheerfully undertook 
to busy myself in his concerns, and 
this double employment often 'caused 
me to be absent from my adored Fe* 
.lice during the whole day. — Time 
rolled on in tliis manner ; nor did v^y 
heart suspect the least design in Amrou 
to destroy the happiness he, saw me 
.enjoy, and which was. so constantly 
the themQ of his praise and admira*- 
tion ; nor did I harbour the most dig* 
tant notion that my wife, the joy of 
my existence, the object of my un- 
ceasing affection^ and the living mo- 
nument of my fevor and generosity, 
was about to become the murderer of 
my happiness, the betrayer of my 
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]ov^, and the faithless guardian oimi/ 
lionor and her duty/^ 

f Alexis, whose mind did not exactly 
- sympathize with the visible emotions of 
grief which the good Hermit testified 
during the recital of his hapless story, 
was desirous to put a stop to the farther 
communication ; and interrupted Ibra- 
him with some triflingquestions relative 
.to the first part of his history, namely, 
the moving sands of the Desert ; and 
wished to be informed if those dread- 
ful calamities happened frequently :] 

*^ Yes 5 (answered Ibrahim) ai>d 
the description given of tliera by tra- 
vellers is truly wonderful.-^I remem- 
ber my father, on his return from a 
journey to Alexandria, gave us an ac- 
count of one of these awful movements, 
which he and his party had seen, but 
which happily passed in a different di- 
rection from their caravan.^ — Though I 
was then a child, the recital made a 
deep impression on my youthful fan- 
cy, which years could note&ce, wd 
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which the untimely fate of my father 
has fixed indelibly in my mind. — '* It 
was one evening, (said he,) about the 
20th day of our entrance into the de- 
sert, whilst the sun was yet high in the 
heavens, when we were greatly alarm- 
ed at a prodigy inconceivably grand. — 
A keen wind had suddenly sprung up, 
and. Wowing briskly, carried columns 
of sand between us and the sun ; which 
being tinged with its rays, and in some 
places, as it were, transparent, shewed 
like an immense wall of fire floating 
through the air. — The interstices^ 
through which the sun shone, added 
to the awful magnificence of the scene ; 
the fiames appearing to burst and spar- 
kle from prodigious piles of red hot 
sand. — ^The Arabs, our guides, well- 
acquainted with the danger which en- 
compassed us, prostrated themselves, 
overwhelmed with fear and apprehen- 
sion ; while the merchants sto(^ lost^ 
as it were, in awe and admiration at 
the sight of this sublime object) wlxicb 
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continued to pass before us, and which, 
had it approached, would in a moment 
have buried us in its fiery boson. — A 
solemn silence reigned, while we con- 
templated the terrible l>eauty and ma- 
jesty of the phenomenon. — Some par- 
ticles of the drifted sand came near us, 
which occasioned us to discover that 
the flying body was of partial thiek« 
ness, hurled in confusion, or rather 
spread between us and the sun like a 
mist. — This first appearance was 
quickly changed by the increase of 
the wind ; which, raising the sand iu 
chaotic wildness, suddenly took the 
form of mountains, and every ^wful 
figure which foncy could trace ; ap- 
pearing like a vast continent of glow- 
ing fire, stretching as far as the eye 
could reach.*^In this fearful suspense 
of being swallowed up every moment, 
we remained for some hours ; during 
which time, the heat was so intense as 
almost to singe our hair, actually 
parched and cracked our flesh, increased 
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in a four-fold proportion our ardent 
thirst, and dried up a great part of 
our water in the skins on the backs of 
our camels. — Fortunately, the wind 
blew constantly in the sarae dtreclion, 
and finally died away, tvhen we once 
more pursued our route in peace V^ 
Would that Heaven, (added the Her- 
mit,) had permitted him to escape from 
the like danger in his last journey ! 

The Princess^ whose curiosity had 
been hitlierto much excited by the re- 
lation of the Hermit's tale of his wife's 
infidelity, and at the same time eager 
to learn the catastrophe, which he bad 
already hinted as having proved so fa- 
tal, urged him to proceed in his own 
narrative, which had so commanded 
their attention, and the good old man 
therefore resumed his tale :— • 

'* Confidence and love (as I before 
observed) kept me from suspieion ; 
and that want of suspicion hindered 
my observing the behaviour of my 
wife towards ray young guest ; or at 
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Jeast prevented my interpreting her 
attentions towards him to any other 
cause than civility, and a ready com- 
pliance to my wishes. 

By constant application, and inde- 
fatigable perseverance, I at length suc- 
ceeded in perfecting the business which 
had brought Amrou to our city ; and 
iu a few days he purposed to depart. 
The time was, however, stilJ protract- 
ed, both on account of his affected 
indisposition and my unwillingness to 
part with the playmate of my childis/i 
days and my unexpected renewed ac- 
quaintance. My own business still 
occasioned my absence from home, 
which I generally quitted early in the 
inorning, not returning till tlie after- 
noon to partake of the conversation of 
my friend and my adored Felice. One 
day, as I was returning from the mar- 
ket-place, I was accosted by a mer- 
chant of the city, who, discoursing on 
affairs of business, brought me to hisk 
pwn house, and detained m^ till the 
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evening. As I was direcring my 
steps towards home, I was suddenly 
attacked by three slaves, one of whom 
wounded me int the back with a dag* 
ger, while another stmck me on the 
head with a club ; — fortunately 1 
wrested the club from the villain be- 
fore he could repeat his blow, and 
stretched one of the ruffians at my 
feet ; the other two cowards immedi- 
ately fled !— I called aloud for help, 
and some people arriving on the spot, 
they raised the prostrate slave, but lie 
was withput any signs of life, — ^the 
blow and fall had beat in his skufi, and 
his death prevented my discovering 
then the author of the atrocious at- 
tempt upon my life! — When I ar- 
rived at my own house, my wife and 
friend seemed greatly alarmed at the 
danger which I had escaped, and were 
loud in their execrations against the 
perpetrators of such a daring and 
wicked outrage. The wound I had 
received was deep and dangerous— a 
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fever ensued — ^and my friend, whose 
health seemed to be renewed as mine 
decreased, voluntarily put off his in* 
tended return, under the idea^ as he 
professed, to assist my wife in her at* 
tention and care of me during my ill- 
ness. — Notwithstanding the opinion 
of the surgeon and physician that it 
was doubtful whether I could survive, 
yet in a short time some favourable 
symptoms appeared, — the fever aba* 
ted,— ^and my strength rapidly return- 
ed.— Meanwhile Amrou had underta- 
ken the tSisk to endeavour to discover 
the retreat of the two slaves who ha4 
escaped, — ^and a reward was cried 
through the streets of Bassora, at his 
suggestion, to facilitate the discovery. 
But the whole remained a perfect 
mystery. I was then suflBciently re- 
covered to leave my bed, and take the 
air of my garden ; and returning 
health brought with it the renewed 
comforts of my life. I entertained a 
higher opinion than ever of my friend'a 
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leave me during my illness ; and the 
assiduous attentions of my beautiful 
Felice made life the more deairabie* 

One evening, feeling mysctf some^ 
"what fatigued with exerting my spirits 
<Juring tbe day, I desired my wife to 
Kiake «ome nourishing food, and signi^* 
iied that I wished to i^tii^ earJy to 
rest. I had not long been laid down 
before I was seized with the most ex^ 
cruciating pains. In a moment I lay 
writhing in the utmost torments, and 
unable even to call fc^ assistance* 
Shortly afterwards my senses forsook 
me, nor can I recollect any thing from 
that moment till Heaven restored me 
to my reason ! — ^To reason, did I say I 
—Oh, no!— to distraction, hoiror, 
and despair, worse than death !— To 
torture, grief, and wretchedness ! — To 
the knowledge of injuries, which 
stung me worse than a thousand 
tortures! — ^To the loss of all I held 
dear — of all for which I wished to live 
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*-^f every comfort which coutd miake 
life desirable! — I awoke at last as 
from a dream. By my bedside sat aa 
old and faithful domestic, whose 
transports were unbounded at the 
prospect of my recovery ; — but her 
countenance soon changed from joy to 
the ap{>earasice o£ inexpressible sor* 
row when I inquired for my beloved 
FeKce — she covered her face with her 
hands and remained mute. — " Tell 
jpae, (said I hastily,) where is my wife 
-~my friend— lead them to nie, that 
they may partake of the pleasure of 
»jy return from death, as it were, to 
Hfe— from the brink of the grave to 
enjoy onxre more their eiKiearing so- 
ciety !*^ — A deep groan, wticli shook 
her whole frames overwheiraed me 

with terror-- *'What1 demanded 

I, has the appearance of my daoget 
been fatal to my t-ender wife ?"-— She 
appeared more and owre agitated, but 
answered me only wiih sighs and 
tears! — ** Gracious Heaven I 1 ex- 
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claimed, why do you torture me 
thus ? — Pronounce the fatal word- 
she is dead — she is gone !'* — At these 
last words she gave a convulsive 
shriek and fell senseless on the floor ( 
— I remained for some moments in 
anxious suspense, when the noise of 
her fall brought another of my faith« 
ful servants into the room ; — and, rai- 
sing myself from my bed, I again im- 
patiently demanded the reason of the 
silence and horror which prevailed 
around ;— but how shall I describe my 
emotions !— how shall I convey the im- 
pression of the feelings I experienced 
when the slave informed me — (himself 
petrified with grief, and his voice ren- 
dered almost inarticulate with conti- 
nual sobs) — that my wife — my adored 
Felice— the partner of my joy and 
hope — the never-ceasing object of my 
affection, — was gone they knew not 
whither ! — that very morning she had 
departed early, accompanied by the 
youths my late guest ! — She had dis- 
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charged most of my servants the pre- 
cedmg day ; and, not doubting of my 
dissolution being near, she had left 
only these two domestics to see me 
buried, and had for ever left the house, 
having first emptied my coffers, and 
carried off all her own valuables ! 

During this recital, I remained fixed 
in astonishment— my blood harrowed 
up — ^and my brain burning with sur- 
prise and horror. — At lei^th I fell 
back on my pillow, and became again 
insensible. — I once more revived;— 
but my grief was suddenly clianged to 
rage and the hopes of vengeance !— - 
My anger and despair gave me fresh 
vigour — ^I ordered horses to be got 
ready .immediately, and in spite of 
all remonstrance, I determined on 
pursuing the traitors. — ^Though weaki, 
and altogether unfit for such an at- 
tempt, my soul was bent on vengeance 
I — and the eager hopes of revenge sup- 
plied the want of strength. — There 
; was but one road which they could 
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journey ; and as they had only de- 
parted that same morning, and were 
under no apprehension of a pursuit, as 
tliey believed me already, as it were, 
in the grave, I was not without hopes 
that we should overtake them. 

Armed, and accompanied by my , 
feithful slave, we mounted our horses, 
and flew towards the Desert. Wc tra- 
velled hard all the night, and early in 
the morning, the horse which my slave 
rode fell dead with fatigue. Some few 
hours before, we had passed some in- 
habitants of our town, who were oa 
their return thither, and were stopping 
to take refreshment ; of these we bad 
inquired if they had met the parties 
we were in search of, but they had 
not ; — ^I therefore desired my slave to 
hasten back to those travellers, and in- 
treat them to supply him with another 
horse ; and, finding also my own beast 
almost reduced to the same state,I en- 
tered a winding patli, which led into 
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the recesses of a mountain, and pur- 
posed there to wait his return. 

At the bottom of some of the barrea 
mountains, which lay scattered at a 
little distance from one another, a few 
leagues from Bassora, it had been the 
custom of the rich inhabitants of that 
town to erect their mausoleums ; and 
the one at which I had halted was 
much used for that purpose ; for, con- 
trary to the usual appearance of these 
hills, which generally present to the 
view only a pile of pardfaed earth, to«^ 
tally destitute of verdure, there was i. 
sixiall wood growing on one side, whidi 
extended the whole length of the hiH» 
land afforded a shelter to the trarelkr 
from the mid-day heat.-«*Here I zU 
lowed my horse to nip the scanty 
grass, while I seated myself under the 
shade, impatiently waiting the slave^if 
return. 

On a sudden, I heard voices; — I 
rose, and traced che^ound. — A female 
accent caught my listening ear<— *I flew 

F 
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towards the spot whence it proceeded 
— ^and beheld — my wife and her para- 
mour ! — ^Transported with rage, I drew 
my sabre — '* Faithless, murderous, 
treacherous wretches !^' I exclaimed ; 
** an injured husband's vengeance lias 
overtaken you — prepare to meet the 
reward of your baseness !*^ 

I rushed on them, while they stood 
motionless with surprise — -but, alas! 
in the moment when Heaven had ap- 
peared to grant me revenge for my 
wrongs, my strength failed roe ; a root 
of a tree, which, blinded by anger,' I 
had not observed, lay in my path ; — ^I 
stumbled over it, and fell with such 
force to the ground, as to lay stunned 
before them. 

A plan of farther villauy then en- 
tered into the minds of these aban- 
doned wretches;— a scheme such as 
none but the most abandoned, disso- 
lute, and wicked, monsters could have 
suggested. — I lay at their mercy ;— 
all deception now was useless ;— they 
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had unmasked themselves ; and, for* 
tune having once more placed me m 
their power, they determined at once 
to end their fears of farther obstruc- 
tion to their wishes by my death ! 
Already was the hand of Amrou raised 
to terminate my miserable existence, 
^hen I once. more opened my eyes ! — ? 
I saw his lifted arm, but I felt no 
dread ! — Weary of my existence, and 
believing myself to be in the gripe of 
death through &tigue and mortifica- 
tion, I courted the blow, which would 
end all my sorrows at once, and free 
me from the sight of the hateful ob- 
jects before me !— But a most dreadful 
thought entered the imagination of 
the fair traitoress, which nothing but a 
fiend-like heart could have inspired. 

Ohi that such wicked, such cruel, 
passion should have inhabited that 
once tender bosom !■— Some demon, 
surely, possessed her mind !-^Your 
hearts would bleed to hear the recital 
of the misery I was made to endure by 
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— rThey purposed to bind me to the 
branches of the surrounding trees, to 
witness their dalliance ; and when they 
should hare sutfiiently tortured me, 
they intended so to have left me, and 
departed 1 -*—— My horse at that mo- 
ment appearing in sight, ** Behold ! 
(said Amrou,) tlie provident Ibrahim 
has brought for our accommodation the 
means of ^cilitating our journey !'• 
Disarmed and rendered feeble by my 
recent afflictions, and the fatigue I had 
undergoneduringsomany hours with- 
out food or rest, 1 remained stretched 
lipon the ground, nor could I resist the 
united efforts of these abandoned 
wretches, who, binding my arms and 
legs with the trappings of my horse, 
suspended my body from the branches 
of two trees- In vain I entreated 
them to end my sufferings at once, 
and complete their guilty projects ; — 
in vain 1 implored them to remember 
'Vny former kindnesses towards them. 
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and in mcfrcy give me that death I m 
ardently desired ! — *• No ! (said the 
female fiend,) we liave before endeai* 
voured to prove to you how much we 
wished to rid you of the trouble of 
receiving any &rther pleasure or pain 
in this world, but your obstinacy 
and love of life rejected otir kindness : 
•-—the last dose which I administered 
was given in charity to send you to 
the tomb, but you have chosen to 
come hither to thank me in person for 
my kindness l^^ — ** And if the coward- 
ly fools had but done their duty, in« 
stead of leaving their work half 
finished, (cried the ungrateful youth,) 
you would, by my care and attention, 
have been spared the trouble of this 
journey to seek your own destruction 
at our h^nds V^ — '* Barbarous and tin* 
natural wretches! (cried I,) cease to 
exult iri the ruin you have made ! — ^ 
Are you not fearful that the judgement 
of Heaven will overtake you in your 
guilty career ? — Helcnt while you have 
F 3 
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the opportunity ; return tlie property 
of which you have so unjustly de- 
prived me, release me from the tor- 
ture I endure, and go, unmolested, 
wheresoever you wish ; but be assured 
an injured husband's prayers will, 
sooner or later, find an avenger evea 
in your own guilty bosoms ; and you, 
in your turn, will be brought to en- 
dure pangs as severe as you now in- 
flict on me V* — This and much more 
I uttered, in the hope either to exas- 
perate them at once to end my misery, 
ior to delay the time till the return of 
my slave, whom I anxiously expected. 
Meanwhile they continued their re- 
past, which my sudden appearance 
had interrupted, and did not cease to 
wvile me, and use the most disgust- 
ing language to wound my feelings 
and augment my despair. — Nearly 
intoxicated with wine, they rose and 
danced beneath me, using the vilest 
epithets ; while my wife, with the ges- 
tures of a fury, during her dancing. 
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occasionally advanced holding my sa- 
bre to my throat, or threatening to 
tear open my bowels and display them 
reeking on its blade. Still they de- 
layed, however, their last act of ven- 
geance, . and, tired with their exer- 
tions, they stretched themselves on the 
grass, and soon afterwards fell asleep. 

A dawn of hope now rushed upon 
my mind: — ijiy slave would return, I 
doubted not, before they waked, and 
surprise them. Each moment seemed 
an age of misery, and I listened with 
eager anxiety in hopes of hearing the 
.welcome approach of succour and re- 
lief. I checked my involuntary groans 
that I might not disturb the wretches* 
4ilumbers ; and a secret impulse \yarned 
my aching heart that the tinumph of 
virtue and unmerited sufferings over 
guilt, treachery, and intended mur- 
der, was nigh at hand. — While my 
mind was thus cheered with an inward 
presentiment, and my body and limbs 
were tortured by the situation in which 
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den the leaves of the tree above my 
head became greatly agitated : — I lift- 
ed up my eyes and discovered that 
what hitherto I had consrdered a part 
of one of the trees to which I wa« 
tiedj was in fact an immense serpent^ 
who had been sheltering himself frottt 
the heat of the scorching sun among 
the leaves. — My blood ran cold at (hit 
sight ; and, as the reptile glided 
-through the branches tOAvards me^ my 
terrors increased ! — He approached 
any suspended body, and I already 
felt the weight of the enormous ann 
.mal.«— I should have cried aloud, but 
iear had totally deprived me of utter* 
ance. He darted his head towards 
the ground, while the extremity of his 
lengthened body was twisted round 
.mine. — How shall 1 describe my emo* 
tions at feeling the pressure of the 
panting reptile, and beholding his 
frightful glaring eyes and forked 
tongue below me, waving about, us 
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if in search of something to cling. to ! 
At length it disengaged itself from me, 
fell to the ground, and crept along 
the grass.-r-I shuddered while I beheld 
it approach the sleeping pair. Tlic 
half-drained cup first presented itself 
to his vi^w : he dipped his fiery tongue 
in the wine, but the taste of the liquor 
making him sick, he vomited it l^ck> 
md filled up the vacuum with his poi*- 
sonous saliva :— he then passed by niy 
wife and crept over the foody of Ami* 
rou, who, starting in his sleep at the 
unusual pressure, just as the animal 
had reached his head, he laid his hand 
upon the s^ent^s back ; the reptile, 
finding himself disturbed in hi» pro* 
^ess, seized the unhappy youth by the 
throat, wlio gave only one convulsive 
groan and instantly expired r the ser* 
pent then pursued its way along tba 
grass and was quickly out of my sights 
The last struggle of the dying Amrott 
waked my wife ; scarcely optenini^ 
her drowsy eyes, but Ending herself 
V5 
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thirsty, from the effects of the wine 
she had drunk, she stretched out her 
hand to the fatal cup, drank off the 
contents, and again laid herself down. 
—Notwithstanding the pain of the 
sufferings I was then enduring, and 
the idea of those I had so lately under- 
gone, from the infidelity and treachery 
of this guilty woman, I remained pe- 
trified with horror at the knowledge of 
the dreadful pangs which awaited her, 
and my heart bled at the thoughts of 
her fatal destiny. — A few moments had 
scarcely elapsed before her whole frame 
became convylsed — she started firom 
:the ground — she seized the hand of 
her paramour, and found it cold and 
lifeless — she fixed her eyes upon his 
blood-stained neck and shrieked aloud 
— ^her pangs increased — her lips b^^aa 
to foam — and I dreaded lest her re- 
vengeful mind should inspire her to 
rush towards me and satisfy her revenge 
before she died ; — nor can I account 
for her not reeking her fury on me 
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while I was thus at her mercy, unless 
her bewildered fancy had conjectured 
that it was I who had slain her lover 
and departed ; — or rather I am inclined 
to suppose that the poisonous draught 
had already deprived her of all recol- 
lection, and that alnnost instantaneous 
madness had assaulted her brain. — I 
shuddered at, pitied, and commise- 
rated, her pangs : — one moment she tore 
her hair and beat her breasts — then she 
writhed upon the ground, and scratched 
the earth up with her nails, as if to 
find a relief from her sufferings in a 
living grave — again she started up, 
ran wildly for a short distance, and re- 
turned running round the dead body, 
and howling most piteously — then fell 
by its side, beat her head against the 
ground, and lay a few moments con- 
vulsed in agonies too dreadful to be 
described ! — She raised herself once 
more, and with her infuriated hands 
tore off her clothes, and lacerated her 
flesTi with her nails — her glaring eye- 
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balls now caught sight of the naked 
sabre which lay on the grass — she 
snatched it up and plunged it in her 
body, and, as she sunk down upon 
the earth, tore out her bleeding bowels 
with her hands ! — ^Thus perished in 
my sight the wicked authors of my 
disgrace; but, though my >Vrongs had 
been great, the sufferings which ray 
bnce adored and beloved Felice had 
•endured obliterated every idea of my 
own injuries, and I freely forgave her 
departing spirit, while I would gladly 
have alleviated the pangs of her cruel 
death. — Her mangled body had scarce* 
ly ceased to move, when I heard the 
voice of my slave, who had discovered 
my horse straying without his trap- 
pings, and was apprehensive that I 
had met with some accident, — ^He soon 
released me from my painful condition, 
,and we contemplated with inexpressi- 
-ble horror the dead bodies of the ilK 
fated pair.— We made a grave near the 
i^ot, and deposited therein the ipan^ 
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gled remains of the once beautiful and 
lovely Felice, and the ungrateful and 
treacherous Amrou. — We then re- 
turned to Bassora, and shortly after- 
wards I caused a monument to be 
erected over their remains, as a token 
of my former aflfection and respect for 
a once lovely wife and youth ftil friend, 
till the indulgence of an unruly and 
illicit passion corrupted their hearts, 
and converted them into my bitterest 
enemies ; and also at the same time to 
aierve as a remembrance of the wrath 
of Heaven, which will not suffer the 
wicked to triumph long in their guilt! 
-i— Finding that my life became painful 
to me while living on the spot where I 
had so recently enjoyed such felicity^ 
and that every trifling circumstance 
contributed hourly to bring to my re- 
collection the sufferings which I had so 
lately undergone, I determined to quit 
Bassora forever. — ^I therefore disposed 
of my effects, and caused the produce 
to be conveyed to my brothers, who 
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were serving the Sultan » with an ae* 
count of the reason for my secluding 
my self from society; and, with a small 
reserve for my own support, I wan- 
dered to this spot, where 1 built this 
hut, and have resided here now many 
years. — ^The Arabs, who hunt in these 
parts, at first were tempted to rob mc 
of the little comforts 1 enjoyed, but 
their leaders have commanded them to 
respect me, and it is now even from 
their aid chiefly that I derive my sup- 
port, as they often leave me part of 
the game which they have killed: at 
other times, I supply my wants from 
the shepherds of the Valley of Islam, 
which lies about two days^ journey 
from this forest, and to which place, 
you say, you are about to go." 



Alei^is felt himself much relieved 
from embarrassment when the Hermit^s 
Tale was concluded, and forbore to 
make any observations on the fatal 
catastrophe for obvious reasons ; but 
the mind of the mock page was deeply 
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stricken with the similarity of guilt 
which appeared in the conduct of the 
ungrateful Felice and herself. — ^She, 
however, confined her reflections within 
her own breast ; and, believing that 
her indisposition had in some measure 
subsided, she proposed to Alexis to 
set forward on their journey the next 
morning. — The period of the Hermit's 
usual visit to the Valley being now ap- 
proaching, he proffered to accompany 
them to the place of their destination, 
as he could thereby serve them as a 
guide. — This oflFer was readily ac- 
cepted, and on the following morning 
they departed from the hermitage. — 
They travelled slowly ; for, the Prin- 
cess soon found her fever increasing, 
and it was not till the evening of the 
third day that they reached the Valley. 
— ^The Hermit conducted them to ja 
shepherd's cottage, where they were ' 
kindly received, and Zara once more 
found a resting-place from fatigue. 
The restless mind of Alexis was» 
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however, soon weary of this life of in- 
activity; and, as the Princess stiH 
continued indisposed, be told her bis 
determination of venturing to return 
to the City of Hira in disguise, to 
search out if possible, the cause of his^ 
disgrace ; for, he was not without ap- 
prehension that the implacable resent- 
ment of the King might induce him to 
adopt another successor to the crown^ 
to the total exclusion of his hopes and 
hi« daughter's claims, who had like* 
wise fallen imder his displeasure.-— 
Zara, who possessed a deep penetrating 
mind, thought she discovered in this 
proposed journey a manifest inclina- 
tion to desert her, that he might return 
to the arms of her sister, and make his 
peace for ever with the King ; — but^ 
at the sanie time, bdng sufficiently 
acquainted with the ungovernable dis- 
position of Alexis, whose obstinacy 
always seemed to increase in pro|}or- 
tion as it met with resistaiice» wisely 
acquiesced in tlie plan ; for, she rea^ 
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soned with herself, that) if she reco- 
vered from her present sickness, she 
could follow him ; and, if he should 
prove successful in obtaining the ob« 
ject of his ambition, namely, the 
Throne of Hira, she did not doubt but 
that her^charms would at all times have 
suiiicient influence over his mind to 
induce him to share his prosperity with 
her, in exclusion of the Princess, hi^ 
wife i-^and^ on the other hand, should 
her life ^ drawing to a close, she felt 
herself still too mu^h interested in his 
future Avelfare to be the cause of retains 
ing bitn in that seclusion, which might 
be the means of frustrating every hope 
of his future greatness. — Being fur- 
nished therefore with an Arab's dress, 
and otherwise disguising his person so 
as to preclude the possibility of disco- 
very, he received from Zara a portion 
of the wealth of her late murdered 
husband, and forthwith set out upon 
his journey ; but Zara had first exacted 
from him a solemn promise, that if 
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fortune promoted his views, she should 
be admitted to partake of his happi- 
ness; and that, if no prospect of recon- 
ciJiation appeared likely to happen, 
he should return and live in peace 
with her in the Valley of Islam. — 
Alexis therefore departed, pursuing 
the read pointed out by the hospitable 
shepherds, and quickly passed the 
mountains which skirted tine borders of 
the dominions of Maximin. — ^Towardit 
the middle of the second day, aftejr 
jcrossing a dreary plain, tired and 
parched with thirst, occasioned by the 
intense heat of the noon-day sun, he 
was overtaken by a Persian and his 
.two slaves, riding on camels. — Tlie 
Persian, seeing a lonely traveller op- 
pressed with fatigue, offered to assist 
him in his journey, by letting him ride 
one of the camels < on which his slave 
was mounted,— The offer was thank- 
fully accepted by the Prince, whose 
benevolent companion informed him 
that he was on his way through the 



y Google 



116 

Kingdom of Hira to Susa> having been 
into Ionia to vend some merchandize. 
— ^Tliat he had a brother in the town 
of Hira, at whose house he purposed 
to stay a few days. — la return for this 
communication, Alexis told the mer- 
chant that his name was Aladin, and 
that he was also going to Hira to claim 
some property left hio^ by a deceased 
friend. — As they drew near the city, 
the mind of the Prince was occupied 
in reflections upon the vicissitudes of 
life, which now subjected him to re*^ 
visit the place of his early fame atid 
fortunes under the disguise of a wan- 
dering Arab. — He was roused from 
these gloomy thoughts by the merr 
chant stopping at the door of an elegant 
mansion, and bidding one of the slavey 
announce the arrival of Noureddin 
Asher.^-The traveller with his com^ 
panion were kindly received, and the 
false Aladin was importuned to take 
up his abode with Noureddin's brother 
till he should have concluded the bu- 
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sitiess which brought him to that pbce« 
— -Ali Asher was a merchant of cohsc- 
quence, and in conversation Alexis 
learnt that he had a son who was a 
soldier in the King's Guards ; and the 
Prince was not a little surprised to 
hear Ali giving an account to his bra*- 
ther of the near prospect which his son 
once had of receiving a very great re- 
ward from the King, for apprehending 
the Prince Alexis, just as he was oh 
the point of crossing the borders of the 
kingdom in his flight into Persia^ and 
the great disappointment which the 
most unaccountable escape of the 
Prince had occasioned. — It gave no 
small satisfaction to Alexis to find that 
this young soldier, whose eye might 
Iiave i^enetrated through his disguise, 
was then with the King and the army 
on the frontiers. — In the society of 
these merchants it was not long before 
he became acquainted with the true 
state of affairs ; for, Noureddin was 
at every opportunity solickiog his. 
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brother to relate whatever he knew^ 
both in regard to the Governmdnt, 
as well as concerning the wonderful 
adventures of the Prince Alexis. — Still 
the real cause of the displeasure of the 
King, and the consequent disgrace of 
the Prince and Princess, remained in- 
volved in mystery ; and Aiexis, ever 
en his guard, avoided always the ap* 
pearance of too great a curiosity.-*- 
All Asher, as before remarked, was 
rich; but he possessed one treasure 
which he prized above all his wealth — • 
his happiness appeared wholly centred 
in his beautiful daughter; who, since 
her mother's death, though dtill very 
young, superintended all the domestic 
concerns of his house. — Irene was 17 
years of age, of a most engaging figure^ 
and a countenance expressive of ten- 
derness and sensibility. — Many noble 
youths solicited her hand, but she had 
hitherto rejected all offers of marriage ; 
yet there was one person among the 
train of her suitors, whom slie most 
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distinguished, and for whose sake she 
had lately dismissed his rivals. — Her 
father also had approved of the union, 
and some temporary circumstances 
alone delayed their marriage. — Not- 
withstanding the goading sting of con- 
scieilce frequently intraded itself into 
the guilty bosom of Alexis — notwith- 
standing the recollection of the mur- 
derous scene in the garden of the ge- 
nerous but ill-fated Conradin, or the 
dread excited occasionally in his mind 
of one day experiencing a punishment 
as awful as that which befel the 
guilty wretches set forth in the His- 
tory of the Hermit of the Forest ; — in 
despite of the retrospect of the terrible 
effects of his ungovernable passions, 
Alexis dared to look on the lovely and 
and virtuous Irene with a lustful eye ; 
and his demon-like heart quickly re- 
solved to gratify his wishes, though 
at the expense of the everlasting hap- 
piness of his friendly host and his in- 
nocent child. — The frequent calls of 
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business whicTi engaged the two mer- 
chants afforded many opportunities for 
him to declare his love; but the unsus- 
picious Irene at first considered his 
advances as proffered only in jest ; for 
she knew him to be acquainted with 
her intention of a speedy marriage with 
the youthful Selim, and therefore re- 
garded his behaviour merely as the 
sportive effusions arising from their 
friendly intimacy. — But the passion of 
Alexis increased, and the playful re- 
bukes of Irene served only to fan the 
flame which raged in his breafit. 

One day, while the two merchants 
were abroad, and she was enjoying 
the refreshing breeze in the garden, 
Alexis joined her, and renewed the de-? 
claration of his love. — At first she 
rallied him as usual upon such dis- 
course ; but, finding that he still per- 
sisted in his endeavours to engage her 
affection, she became serious, and 
begged him to urge her no more upon 
such a theme, as her hand and heart 
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were irrevokably engaged. Bat she 
unhappily knew not the disposition of 
Alexis, or she would without delay 
have frustrated for ever his desigti, by 
acquainting her father with the tenor of 
his behaviour, JEie was not to be de- 
terred from his purpose by this re- 
pulse ; his wicked mind was already 
determined as to what course he should 
pursue upon her expected refusal; 
but his bold spirit for a moment shrunk 
before the frown of insulted inno* 
tence; and, though he had even at- 
tempted to take advantage of their 
being alone by offering some trifling 
violences to her haodesty, yet he suf- 
fered her in the end to break from 
faim, and she retired to her chamber. 
His courage returned — ^be followed—* 
but tl»e lucky return of Ali and hi^ 
brother prevented just at that tiin« 
any mischief resulting from his ungo- 
vernable desires. Had Irene followed 
tlic drcta^s of prudence, she would 
have revealed the improper condact of 
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Alexis to her &tber, and have eiFecte<( 
his iminediate removal from the house ; 
but timidity and hospitality on the one 
hand, and on the other a fbrgivingdispo-* 
sition, accompanied with a hope that so 
frank an avowal of her determination 
lYOuld for ever confound his expecta* 
tions, prompted her to a fatal conceal* 
metit ; — but, in order to strengthen the 
avowal of her resolution in the mind 
of the stranger, she took an opportu* 
nity, while he was present, to fix 
the day on which she was to give her 
hand to Selim. She was rejoiced to 
find that he now ceased his importu^ 
nities, and she congratulated herself 
upon the disappearance of that unea- 
siness in her mind, which had been 
<)aused through his addresses ; — but 
the harmless and lovely girl saw not 
the storm which was gathering to 
burst with double force on her head. 
Alexis had been silent, but it was only 
-while he was brooding over the means 
to accomplish his horrid design.*-^ 

G 
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Mcanwiule die happy fabur Uras rapid- 
ly approaching which wae to secum 
her» abetrusted, from the machina-* 
tiona of hfcc toraientor. — Irene waa 
alone in her chamber^-ber father and 
uncle Were abroad employed in Iheif 
usual aTOcalioas -^ a heavy presage 
hung upbtt her heart for which slie 
cottkl HOC aoooutit— ah involuntary 
sigh helped to lighten the weight upon 
her apirtts — «hc turned htar «ye$ to« 
wards the door^ and beheld the strati* 
get advaaeing toWarda her. •^ She 
6tai%ed, but waa ui^ble to ^alc. laa 
mild voice fae bade her not to be alarm* 
cd, for that he came only to make his 
Iftst appeal ^'^that upon a denial and 
^eniti reJeclidB of his amt, he iatendo 
ed to qint htr fetber'a hotise imnii&- 
diately* as he «mid iiat possibly «>• 
duw the sight of hear being iwdded to 
another. In a solemn aocent^ due 
therefore once ouotb repeated her fixed 
«leteiiniiiatkm to med SeKm, and de- 
tired tbttt he would for c*ver cease to 
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tirge a suit, which would only prodiicr. 
disappointment to him, tend to harass 
her mind, and disturb the happiness 
of her father and her friends. ** It is, 
perhai>s, (said the Prince,) from a 
persuasion of my low birth, arising 
from my present appearance, whick 
induces you to prefer this youth ; but 
know, beautiful Irene, that he, who 
kneels at your feet and supplicates 
your love^ is in rank far above the 
object of your present affections ; k: 
is my fate to remain in this situatioa 
£>r a time ; but, if my adored Irene 
will consent to return my love, I will 
unfold to her the reason of my present 
appearance ; and quickly convince her 
of my ability to advance her to the 
possession of luxuries and honors V'-^ 
Saying this, fae drew from beneath his 
robe some jewels of great valpe given 
him by Zara, which he produced as a 
proof of his assertion. ** Aladin, (re- 
plied Irepe^) you much mistake my 
disposition if you imagine that my af- 
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ifections can be biassed » or my va- 
nity ensnared, by the allurements of 
riches or splendor; and, though it 
may have been necessary for you 
to have assumed a disguise and im- 
pose upon the credulity of those who 
are willing to receive you, it has 
never been my habit to practise decep- 
tion, and therefore must again assure 
you that my resolution remains in 
full force, notwithstanding yoiir pre- 
sent declaration, which I own has 
greatly excited my surprize. My 
heart is Selim's, nor will the prospect 
of pomp or grandeur, no, nor the of- 
fer of a crown, alter my fixed re- 
solve!'' — "Beautiful Irene, (replied 
the Prince,) although surrounded on 
all sides by innumerable perils, I can 
no longer resist the inclination to de- 
clare my real name ; as much from 
the necessity of disclaiming any de- 
sign of practising a criminal deceit 
upon your father's generosity and hos- 
pitality, as under the hope, that, 
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when you are acquainted wrth the 
true quality of your enraptured ad- 
mirer, you will then pity his condi- 
tion and reward his love.** — ** You 
may spare yourself the task of reveal- 
ing your secret to me (replied Irene) ; 
for, as the discovery would not cause 
my resolution to waver, or alter my> 
intentions towards Selim, it would be 
a needless sacrifice, and tend only to 
burthen me with a secret which I have 
no inclination to possess, and subject 
you to the danger of a premature dis-* 
covery ; therefore, once again I en* 
treat you to leave me, and mention 
this hateful sabject no niore/^ — 
** Cruel maid ! (cried the Prince,) 
you know not what you refuse ; the 
offer of a throne, which you have af- 
iected to despise, it is in my power 
probably to make ! — Relinquish this 
attachment to an object of humble 
birth, embrace the offer of my love, 
and here 1 vow you shall share with 
me that Throne which is aheady within 
C3 
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my grasp !**— Amazed at Ins words, 
and alarmed at his impassioned beha* 
viour, she began seriously to appre* 
hend that he was in a frenzied state 
of mind ; and, impressed with this 
notion, she endeavoured to pass by 
him, and retire from the threatened 
danger ; but Alexis was too far ad* 
Yanced in his career of villany to suf- 
fer her to escape, and, seizing her 
hand, — ** Stay, beautiful Irene, (said 
he,) and persist not in this disdainful 
usage-: to convince you of my since^ 
rity and the ardour of my love, I will 
at once commit myself to your mercyi 
and, by this reliance on your honour, 
convince you of my attachment:^ 
Beholdl (continued he, throwing off bis 
disguise,) behold the Prince Alexis! 
the persecuted wandering Alexis ! who, 
after so many wonderful escapes, has 
ventured again to enter this city, and 
who will shortly publicly proclaim 
himself, and demand the restoration 
of those rights of which he has beea 
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»fi unjustly ileprived. — Already have I 
engaged a host of secret iviends, who^ 
on 4 signal, will assist to dethrone the 
Tjrrant, and I shall obtain the Crown 
as a just reward for all my sufferings ! 
Consent^ therefore^ to bless mcwith 
your love, and share with me the 
^rhrone of Hira !''*--.-^'« Urge me no 
farther (returned Irene) to break that 
vow which I have so voluntarily en* 
tered into^ and which my heart so 
truly approves ; and let my conduct 
convince you of my disinterested mo- 
tives and pure affection fhr my affi^ 
«nced Jover, in thus persisting in my 
unalterable determination to be th& 
wife of Selim ; and believe me, my 
Lord I when I firmly declafe, • that 
wore you even in actual possesion of 
the dignity which you anticipate, and 
posi9e$^d of all its attendant power 
and advantages^ atill would the hum«^ 
ble Irene decline your proffered ho* 
Aourst and remain ever faithful to the 
choice ahe has already made. 
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•* Obdurate maid !** cried the itnpas* 
stoned Prince, ** why will you thus 
torture the heart which adores you, 
and trample with scorn upon the soul 
which exists but in your smiles r^*— — 
** My Lord, (replied Irene,) I must 
not stay to hear your unavailing com* 
plaints and fruitless protestations.— 
Are you not already the husband of 
the unfortunate Princess Orsinda, 
ivhose suflferings for your sake have 
Jbeen equal, I doubt not, to those 
which you have borne; and who^ 
though released from the dungeon 
^here she was first confined, is still a 
close prisoner in the Palace of Zurbad. 
Haste then, my Lord, fly to the re- 
lief and comfort of one who is so justly 
entitled to your regard, and seek no 
longer to interrupt my repose, who 
never can nor will listen to your propo- 
sals !"— With these words, she has- 
tened towards the door of tlie cham» 
ber ; but Alexis, recovering from the 
embarrassment into which the concltt* 
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sian of her speech bad thrown him, 
and instigated by the force of his li- 
centious passion^ determined to avail 
bimself of the present moment to ac* 
complish his wishes, and then leave the 
victim af his revenge to repent of the 
firmness of her resolves, and the scorn 
with which she had treated him. He 
therefore rushed after the trembling 
Irene, who had just opened the door 
of her chamber ; she had reached the 
end of the gallery ,^ but a sudden fear 
had overcome her spirits* Alexis 
overtook her at the head of the stairs^ 
— he caught her in his arms — ** Re- 
lease me !'^ cried the trembling maid. 
" What means this violence I Is this 
a proof of your boasted affection ?" — 
*' Adored Angel I (whispered the 
Prince,) I would die to prove tlie force 
of my love ! Return and hear me once 
more pom* out my soul at your feet !'*^ 
— '* Never !" cried she : — and, by a 
&udden spring, she disengaged her- 
self from his grasp ; hut, at the m^Q- 
as 
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ment she imagined herself free and 
about to fly down the stairs, her foot 
became entangled in the loosened 
robe of the Prince^ and uttering a 
piercing shriek she fell to the bottom 
and her head was dashed with dread- 
ful force against one of the marble pil- 
lars of the hall !— Horror seized the 
* 

bosom of the Prince as he tiewed the 
jsenseless form of the ill-fated Irene.— 
Those features, which but a few mo- 
ments before had kindled such raging 
passions in his breast, lay now before 
him weltering in gore, and crushed 
together in hideoas confusion. — She 
gave no signs of life ; but the sound 
of footsteps approaching roused the 
Prince from the stupor occasioned by 
the contemplation of the ghastly spec- 
tacle, and he hastened to his own 
apartment, where, snatxjhing up his 
sabre, and resuming his disguise, he 
hurried through the garden-gate, nor 
stopped till he had reached the sub- 
urbs of the City. 
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horse ; and bent hift wfty toward? the 
camp, altbaugh he waa yet unresolved 
in bis mind what {conduct he should 
next adopt.'^He reached the army 
early in the evening of the following 
day^ and inc^ulred for Ali Karmm» 
the captain of the King^a guard, wbo^ 
hail been one of t^e fovourite oomp^ 
itioas of bia yoiitb.-<^Hc wa9 con- 
ducted t» hia tent, and, having re* 
€|uested a private audience, with a 
Crigned voice he informed the warrior 
that he broug;ht news of the Piinee 
Alexis-— *♦ Whew ia the Prince ^^ ^ 
Impatiently demanded Kurzam. <^ 
" Not fiur from here (replied Alexia) ; 
I ooflM from bam with a request to 
know if you are acquainted with the 
cause of his penecution, to which he 
faimaelf (however strange it may ap*^ 
pear) is a total stranger.^^If you are 
still the frienfl of the Prince, you 
will testify your regard by grauting 
the inteUigenee ; if not, and you ap**^ 
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prove of the tyranny exercised agatnist 
faim, or would wish to give him up to 
the wrath of the King, you will be 
«till disappointed; for his resources 
are yet able to elude discovery / ^ ■ 
^* Stranger, (replied Kurzam,) my 
friendship for the Prince is still the 
«ame ; but is he not at this moment in 
Persia, for so Maximin believes him 
io be> who conceives he has betrayed 
his secrets to the. Persian King, and 
is likely to assist in dethroning him.-^ 
Haste, therefore, back to the Prince.; 
and, if the King's suspicions are 
groundless, (which, by the circum* 
stance of your mission, and his decla- 
ration of ignorance as to the cause t)F 
the King^s .anger, appears to me to be 
without doubt,) let him come without 
.delay and justify himself. — Urge hin 
to this measure instantly, forMaximia 
Jbas some time ago. received an acci^ 
.dental wound with a poisoned arrow; 
and, notwithstanding every effort has 
been jejcerted which the united skill of 
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the ablest physicians could produce^ 
his life is still considered to be in great 
danger, and the presence of the Prince 
at such a crisis will be of the utmost 
consequence to his future prosperity/* 
** And was that the only charge against 
Alexis ? (said the stranger ;) and did 
the blind fury of Maximin pursue the 
Prince with such inveterate rancour, 
upon the supposition only of such an 
offence, without deigning to hear him, 
or suffering him to face his accusers ? 
He will then no longer strive to elude 
his search, but appear at once and 
justify his fame 1 — Behold me ready 

to answer for myself T' ** My 

Friend ! my Prince ! -— (exclaimed 
the astonished Kurzam, as he contem- 
plated the acknowledged features of 
Alexis:) — I do indeed rejoice in this 
discovery^ — Let us repair without de- 
lay into the Royal Presence P' 

They hastened through the camp, and 
approached the Guards ; — Kurzam 
gave the watch- word, and passed on 
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to the entrance of the King^s tent.-^ 
**I will enter first, (said Kurzam,) 
and announce your arrival,, at tke same 
monsent that I wiU prockim yoiir tn-^ 
nocence ^** — He returned in a few mo* 
ments,—** The King, (said he,) who 
has been in ccmtinual pain all day,, 
from the efiects of the operations 
which have been made upon his wound,, 
has just now faUen a^eep, and his 
Physicians wiU ncft su&r him to be 
disturbed ; thereft^^, return wkh me 
to my tent.—- -I bave desired a messen* 
ger to be sent to t|ie as s^on as he shall 
awake/'— —Towards morning, they 
were summoned to attend the King.-^ 
Alexis entered the tent with a firm 
step^ but was struck with the fiided 
form of the once gigantic MaKimin.*-^ 
Worn down with pa*m and sickness,, 
he no longer displayed the noble gnn-^ 
deur and majestic mien,, which had 
formerFy so eminently distinguished 
'htm : his wound had begun to shew 
signs of mortification, althougb he 
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had submitted to repeated operations 
to eradicate the poisonous infection.-— 
He beheld the Prince with a mixture 
of distrust and astonishment, but lis- 
tened to his attestalioo of innocence 
with apparent of pleasure. >^tiut, 
(said he, in a feeble voice,) though 
you may be able to exculpate your- 
^If from the treason with which yoa 
were first accused, how will you clear 
your conduct with respect to the mur* 
der of Conradin, and tlie dishonor of 
his wife, my eldest daughter ? Con* 
radin^s brother conveyed this intelli- 
gence to me, and is thit^ting for re* 
venge. But retire for the present, 
(added he,) and hereafter I will hear 
your defenoe/'-— Alexis felt confused : 
•—he was not prepared for this charge, 
and gladly retired to his friend, who 
left him alone in his tent at his particu* 
lar request. — Meantime the news 
of the Prince's arrival spread quickly 
through the camp, and the troops 
ioudly expressed their joy at his return ; 
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foTy as yet the soldiers knew nothing 
of his crimes, they only remembered 
his gallant eondiKst in the field. — He 
was persuaded at length to shew him- 
self to the army, who hailed with en- 
thusiasm the re-appearance of their 
long-lost Qiicf. Night again came 
ou^ and no coaimands had been re- 
ceived from the King ; but the physi- 
cians had reported that he was much 
better, and that they did not yet desj^air 
of his recovery. This iateliigence did 
not by any meam suit the wishes of 
the Prince; be looked forward with 
impatience to the dissolution of Max- 
imin,^ as the monarent to stifle all inquii- 
ry and exposition, as well as to alFord 
him possession of the Crown, which 
was the object of his ambition^ — It 
was now midnight, — • the gloomy 
mind of the Prince became agita-^ 
ted by reflection on recent occur^- 
rences. His thouglits reverted to the 
situation of the Princess his wife ; -^ 
this idea brought before his view the 
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^Hty attachment of her sister Zara^ 
and then the murder of the good Con- 
rad in struck his conscience; — the 
image also of the mild and lovely Ma* 
riana haimted his imagination and con« 
valued his breast ; — the impression like* 
wise which the Hermit of the Forest left 
upon his mind could never be effaced ;— 
and lastly the mangled spectacle of the 
innocent and beautiful Irene harrowed 
"up his soul, and destroyed every hope 
of repose, — He rose from his couch— 
the camp was wrapt in silence — ^not a 
sound was heard, except the distant 
footsteps of the watchful sentries, — A 
secret horror seemed to steal over his 
senses— he paced the tent with disor- 
dered steps — the heat of the night had 
induced him to throw off most of his 
garments, and he was unarmed and 
nearly naked. — A rustling noise en- 
gaged his attention — he turned to- 
wards the door, which Avas sudden- 
ly burst open, and a figure muiBed 
m a long cloak stood before him. — He 
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wonM have demanded} his bustnesar,, 
but guilt and appprehenston choaked 
his utterance.— At length the stranger 
threw off his disguise, and the youth 
Seihn^ the destined husband of the ilf<» 
fated Irene, stood before the astonish* 
ed Prince.-—** Behold, wretch ! (cried 
the enraged youth,) the avenger of 
that hapless innocent, of whose un» 
timely and miserable death you were 
the sole cause. That lovely victim of 
your brutal design lived only to reveal 
the villany of Alexis, and then ex* 
jMred in her fether*s arms. Kind For- 
tune brought me the intelligence of 
your arrival here, and vengeance has 
i>erved my arm to inflict the punish*^ 
ment you so richly merit F^-^So say* 
ing, he thrust his hand into his bosom 
for the concealed weapon of revenge; 
but the Prince recovering from his mo- 
mentary surprise, hastily snatched up 
his sword, which lay naked on the 
couch, and ere the enraged Selim could 
^rasp the dagger and diaengage it from 
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his dresst wherein it was unfortunatdj 
entangled, Alexis pierced his arm 
through with hisswoid, and lodged it 
in his heari!-^The wretched youth 
6unk on the ground and expired with* 
out a groan ! — Alexis immediately left 
the tent, and flew to his friend Kurzam, 
whom he brought back with him to 
Tiew the scene. — *' Behold 1 (said he, 
with seeming emotion,) behold the ma- 
lice and dark revenge of the King !-^ 
Being well assured of my innocence, yet 
still thirsting after my life,— see, pros- 
trate before you, the assassin whom 
he has sent to destroy me ; but he has 
met with his just reward V^ — Kurzam 
was ^truck with horror, and proposed 
instantly to make known to the whole 
army the injustice of the King, and to 
that end was desirous to search the 
body ; but Alexis prevented him, by 
pretending to have too much venera- 
tion and respect for Maximin than to 
embitter the few last moments of bis 
life, by exciting the disaffection of the 



y Google 



140 

troops, and therefore determined upon 
burying the body, and contenting 
himself with being able to produce 
his friend as a witness hereafter, if 
needful, of the apparent treachery 
and implacable malice of his father-in- 
law. — Without waiting a reply, he 
bore off the body; when at a distance^ 
and unobseiTcd, he mangled it so as 
to preclude the possibility of its being 
recognized ; and then buried it in a 
secret spot. — He afterwards returned 
to his tent, where he passed the re- 
mainder of the night in company with 
his friend. — Their discourse was — the 
hatred of the King, and the perils 
which the Prince had undergone ; but^ 
as a faithful relation of events would 
not answer the purpose of Alexis, he 
revealed only such parts as might tend 
to Jbold up the supposed rancor of 
Maximin lo hatred and contempt, and 
to excite sympathy and wonder in the 
bosom of Kurzam. Morning at lengtdi 
arrived^ and it was agreed that the 
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Prince should present himself early 
before the King, without taking no- 
tice of the la4:e event; but this was 
the suggestion of the Prince, for very 
obvious reasons, yet bis friend could 
scarcely be persuaded from communi- 
cating publicly to the troops the dan- 
ger from which their favourite leader 
had just escaped. — At his intercession, 
however, it was at length settled, that, 
unless Maximin repented of his de- 
sign, banished his enmity, and ad- 
mitted Alexis to his favour and former 
honours, that^ from a regard for his 
own pi'eservation, he should make 
known the danger be was exposed to, 
and trust to the good will of the army 
for the result. — It was the middle of 
the day before the physicians permit- 
ted the entrance of any person to the 
presence of the King ; whose appear- 
ance, though now jaffording hopes of 
an ultinuite recovery-, was so weak as 
jto render his being kept quiet abso- 
lutely indispensible. This was unwel- 
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now, more than ever, rested on his 
death. At length he was allowed to 
enter the royal tent, upon his solemnly 
declaring that he had business of the 
utmost imiKMTtance, and which could 
not be any longer deferred.— *Maximin 
was in a peaceful slumber when Alexis 
entered :— he approached the reclining 
Monarch, — who seemed to breathe 
more freely than when the Prince had 
seen him before: — a faint smile was 
visible on his sallow cheek, -—Alexis 
surveyed with astonishment the shrunk* 
en form of this onee invincible Mo» 
nareh : — his gigantic limbs were now 
mere skeletons of those which had so 
often dealt destruction among the dis^^ 
may ed ranks of the enemy, and caused 
the admiration of contending armies. 
Useless hung the enormous sword and 
ponderous shield, which those arras 
alone could use, but tl)e weight of 
which they never more appeared likely 
to be abk to bear. — Over these, the 
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glaring hdmel sfaoact whose towei tag 
height, oft seen amtdst the battlers 
rage abore the coaimon warriors of the 
field, serred as a guide to lead his 
ibllo^vrers tJhroogh slaughtered ranks to 
victory and renown ; while the high- 
waving plutne, which nodded over it, 
appeared 4o droop now in apt allasion 
hy the decaying strength of its majestic 
owner.— The Prince's mind received a 
moumfiil impression as he content 
plated tliese objects ; but his eyes were 
at iast attracted by the glittering 
crown, whieh was su&pended over the 
monaTiCh's head. — At one glance his 
ambitions hopes revived, and all im- 
pnesstons of sympathy, du^, orafi^* 
tion, yankhed, while anU^ition aione 
^K^toatediussooiL— >^Behokl1 (said he 
mentsilly,) the object of my unceasing 
desire! — Already is Maximin on the 
brink of the grave;— but be may reco- 
ver, and then my dream of power will 
vanish, as he is in possession of the 
knowledge of a <^me, which must for 
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ever annihilate my hopes !-^Why not 
therefore hasten the moment of bis dis- 
aolution, and at once secure my own 
safety and the attainment of the Scep- 
tre of Hrra!^^— He paused — then in- 
stantly resolved ; and seizing one of 
the cushions of the couch, pressed it 
with all his force upon the head of the 
ill-fated slumbering King! — A short 
and ineffectual struggle was all that 
the enfeebled Maximin could oppose 
to the nervous strength of the mur- 
derous ruffian, and in a few mondents 
he ceased to breathe! — Alexis sur- 
veyed the body, and, convinced of 
the spai*k of life being extinct, lie af- 
fected a look of horror and despair^ 
and with a voice as if choaked with 
grief, he called in the attendants.— 
'* Summon the King's physicians! 
(cried he impatiently ;) I fear he has 
just breathed his last in my arms !^^— 
The physicians confirmed the death of 
their royal master. 
The rumour spread through the 



y Google 



143 

TOimp, and grief and consternation pre* 
vailed. — ^Alexis sought his friend Kur- 
zam, and with well-feigned sorrow 
bewailed the melancholy occurrence. 
" Although he has unhappily been 
my persecutor, (said he,) I cannot 
but lament his death ; more especially 
as it has deprived me of the opportu- 
nity of convincing him and the world 
of my integrity, honour, and loyalty ; 
an^ I am still additionally unfortunate 
tliat no person was at hand to witness 
his last words before he closed his lips 
forever; for, he seemed to wish to 
impress upon me that he no longer 
believed the accusations of my ene- 
mies, and solemnly bequeathed me 
the Crown as his lawful successor. — 
But (continued the Prince) as no wit- 
ness attended, and the fact rests on 
my single assertion, I would wish it 
to be by the free choice of the people 
that I should assume the crown, rather 
than take possession of it through the 
private communication of their depar- 

H 
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ted Monarch/' — " The unanimom 
siiflFrage» of the people (replied Kur- 
*zani) there can be no doubt of obtain* 
ing; and at a proper season I will 
make known to the army the dying 
commands of Maximin, and announce 
you as his successor !^*— On the day 
after the funeral, Alexis was unani- 
mously chosen by the army as their 
future sovereign ; and with dissemUed 
modesty, bat a heart transported with 
pride and exultation, he took posses- 
sion of the crown of his murdered pre- 
dwessor l-^— He then gave orders for 
the camp to be broken tip, and in a 
few days aft^ he made his public entiy 
into ihe City of Hira.— He was con- 
ducted ^o ^he Palace amidst the acck- 
matrons of the giddy multkude, aind 
the infamous Alexis at length mounted 
the Throne, which he liad obtained 
through murder, falseliood, and in- 
gratitude ! — Public rejoicings suc- 
ceeded the lan^entations for the death 
of the late King, and all seen>ed hap- 
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piness and pleasure. — Alexis alone 
could not enter fully into the general 
joy: the Princess (now his Queen) 
occupied his thoughts,-— To preserve 
the good opinion of the people, it was 
necessary that he should restore her to 
liberty and the possession of his bed 
and throne ; but to this measure an 
obstacle presented itself; — ^Zara, if still 
alivre, would claim his affections aud 
a share of his power and prosperity, 
who had relinquished every noble en- 
joyment and even sacrificed her peace 
of mind for ever to follow his fortunes. 
— He however determined to visit Or- 
sinda, and was received by that inno- 
cent and affectionate lady with a trans- 
port, which even made a lively impres- 
sion upon the callous heart of the 
bk>od-stained Alexis. — In the height 
of his joy he caused her to be pro- 
claimed his queen, and they returned 
in all the pomp aud splendour of ma- 
jesty to the capital. — But, though gra- 
tified with the assurances of the most 
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tender unaltered attachment in the 
heart of the lovely Orsinda, still the 
mind of Alexis could not remain long 
at ease : — his thoughts reverted to the 
hidden cause of Maximin's persecu- 
tion, and he applied himself to trace 
the source of that monarches suspi- 
cion. — As a means towards this disco- 
very, he directed his attention to no- 
tice, who, among all the courtiers who 
were constantly about the person of 
the Jate King, now absented them- 
selves ; and soon remarked that the 
chief physician, the father of Mariana, 
was among those who had disappear- 
ed. — Conviction flashed across bis 
mind: — '^ ^Tis plain, (cried he,) ^tis 
evident, who was my secret enemy;— 
the death of his daughter-^-the disap- 
pointed conspiracy of his sons — the^e 
circumstances urged him to eflfect my 
ruin ; — but revenge is now in n)y 
power !'^ — The next day, the physi- 
cian was arrested and thrown into pri- 
son, and not long afterwards an officer 
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came, wlie told him that it had been 
proved that he had trifled with the 
malady of his late Sovereign, if not 
accelerated his death, and that he was 
accordingly condemned to die. In 
vain did the wretched man assert his 
innocence, he was privately executed 
a few hours after. — Meantime, the in- 
telligence of Maxiniin^s death, and 
the accession of Alexis reached the 
Valley of Islam. The health of Zara 
was restored, and she set forwards to 
join the new monarch, and claim hrs 
solemn promise.^ AVlien she arrived at 
the Palace, she sent a message to the 
King to say a stranger wished an au- 
dience. — Alexis was at that moment 
enjoying the endearing conversation of 
his Queen. — He was vexed at being 
interrupted, and commanded that the 
stranger should apply some other op- 
portunity. — Zara gave a ring to the 
eunuch, ''Tell the King, (said she,) 
that the owner of that ring expects an 
immediate audience P'— ^Alexis started 
H 2 
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one which he had given to Zara on the 
day he had quitted the Valley ! — He 
ordered the stranger to be conducted 
into a private chamber. Zara flew 
into his arms, he received her with a 
shew of delight ; but, from the sud- 
den shock her unexpected visit had 
occasioned, and from the numerous 
unpleasant recollections which her pre- 
sence inspired, compared with tlie 
tranquil delights he was at that mo- 
ment enjoying with his virtuous and 
affectionate queen, (in spite of all his 
attempts to disguise his chagrin,) the 
penetrating eyes of Zara quickly dis- 
covered his confusion. — "I know 
(said she) that my presence must be 
irksome to you, while my more happy 
sister engrosses your thoughts. I will 
not destroy your happiness, which it 
is my sole object to promote, by aug- 
menting your embarrassment; suffer 
me to live in the Palace, unseen and 
unknown, and receive only, as the re« 
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ward of my love, some portion of 
your regard when my sister maiy not 
engage your attention/' — Alexis was 
pleased with this unex|)ected forbear* 
ance, and promised to comply with 
every thing which she proposed; she 
therefore retired to the apartments al- 
lotted for her residence. 

Zara, having succeeded thus far in 
her project, studied, by every artful 
blandishment and demonstration of 
fondness, to supplant her sister in the 
affections of Alexis, while he revelled 
imdisturbed in the enjoyment of hw 
unruly passions. — One day, returning 
fiom the chase, he passed the house 
of All Aslier, and the unwelcome 
thoughts which then rose in his mind 
troubled him greatly. — ** This man, 
(said he., mentally,) is aware of my 
behaviour towards his lovely daugh- 
ter, and has heard from her dying lips 
the name of him who was accessary to 
her unhappy fate — he must be si- 
lenced !^' — Guilt is ever its own tor- 
H 6 
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for Ali Asher, but he learned that Ali 
had sold his house and had departed 
-with his brother Noureddin into the 
Persian dominions. — Alexis was dis- 
appointed in his purpose ; — he antici- 
pated the effects of the tale of horror 
which the disconsolate father would 
have to impart wherever he should go, 
and the universal execration and ab- 
horrence which would thereby be ex- 
cited against the author of his misfor- 
tunes. — But tliese gloomy reflections 
were soon obliterated by the smiles 
and endearments of his virtuous queen, 
vnd the gratifying caresses of the la- 
scivious Zara. The constant beha- 
viour of the latter was calculated to 
make more impression on the corrupt 
heart and gross disposition of Alexis 
than the mild virtues of the innocent 
Orsinda ; and in a little time his affec- 
tion towards the queen became much 
abated, while the caresses of Zara al- 
most wholly engrossed his attention. 
The Queen lamented his neglect ift si- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Jence, and endured his manifest indif- 
ference without complaint; for, as yet, 
she was ignorant who was the cause of 
his inconstancy. — It was not long, 
however, before one of her eunuchs 
communicated to her the fatal secret, 
who had learnt the name and quality 
of the King's favourite through an 
intercourse with one of the attendants 
of Zara. — The meek spirit of the queen 
could no longer bear up under such a 
discovery ; still, however, she ven- 
tured not to complain, but grew pen- 
sive and melancholy. — ^The King ob- 
served the alteration, and inquired the 
cause. — With some difficulty he drew 
from her a reluctant confession. Alexis 
without hesitation acknowledged his at- 
tachment to her sister, — which he pro- 
fessed his desire to have still concealed ; 
but, since she had made the discovery, 
he declared that the only means she 
could adopt to retain any portion of 
his aflfection, was to receive the Prin- 
cess upon an equal footing and share 
H 3 
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his love between them. It was in vain 
that the Queen reasoned against such 
a connection, nor could she obtain 
from her Lord any information as to 
the circumstances which had introdu- 
ced her sister into the Palace, or what 
was become of her husband, the Prince 
Conradin : — ^the King in an imperious 
tone commanded her to cease her in- 
quiries, and prepare to receive her 
sister as the future partner with her in 
his affections. That same hour, the 
unhappy Queen was constrained to 
embrace the Princess, and admit her 
as an inseparable companion. — Soon 
however, Zara discovered the evident 
aversion which Orsinda had conceived 
against her ; nor could she contem- 
plate without the most poignant envy 
the placid virtues of the suffering 
Queen. — Alexis too, she observed, 
had moments of returning fondness for 
his virtuous wife, and she could no 
longer endure the united pangs of 
envy, love, and jealousy. — When 
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once the heart becomes polluted with 
vice, to stop it in its abandoned 
cxmrse becomes too oflen a fruitless 
undertaking! — Zara was too far ad- 
vanced in guilt to start at the commis- 
sion of any crime, the commitment of 
which seemed likely to remove any 
obstacles which obtruded in the way 
of her desires. Her sister^s death 
seemed the only means of ensuring 
her the undisputed possession of the 
King^s love. A short fit of compunc- 
tion delayed the execution of her plan 
fm* a few days t but the injudicious 
disclosure of a circumstance from Or-^ 
sinda's lips at once decided her own 
fete : — she imprudently imparted her 
belief to Zara that she was pregnant. 
The perfidious woman quickly con- 
ceived the probable advantages which 
such a circumstance would aflford the 
Queen over her lord's affection, and 
from that moment she doomed her sis- 
ter to destruction. -^ She worried her 
imagination for a plan to complete her 



y Google 



156 

horrid purpose, for she feared openly 
to attempt it, and at last she fixed 
upon a scheme to accomplish faer oh* 
ject, and at the same time escape all 
suspicion. It was usual for the two 
sisters to sit at the same table with the 
King, — Zara had always conducted 
herself with a shew of regard and tbr 
spect towards her sister, and she nqw 
appeared more particularly attentive to 
her. She managed to introduce a 
knife at table, which she had contri-* 
ved to anoint with a deadly poison 
only on one side of the bl^de, and 
at -the commencement of the repast 
she divided a bird, which had .been 
served up as a great dainty, with the 
baneful instrument ; the infected part 
she gave the unsuspecting Queen, 
and partook of the remainder herself. 
Orsinda remarked the unpalatable fla- 
vour, which Zara attributed to the 
quality of the bird, and appeared to 
partake of it with peculiar satisfaction. 
On a sudden, however, she affected 
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to be seized with indisposition ; and, 
having taken the precaution to swal- 
low some harmless soporiferous drug, 
the better to do away suspicion, and 
cause a primary alarm on her own ac- 
count, she threw herself into all the 
postures of a person writhing under the 
most excruciating torture, distorting 
lier countenance, rolling her eyes, and 
straining the blood into her features, 
while she uttered the most dismal 
groans. The King was greatly alarm- 
ed, and rose to support her to her 
apartment, when he was interrupted 
by the sudden shrieks of the Queen, 
who became instantly convulsed, and 
fell from her seat. The artful Zara, as 
if forgetful of her own pangs, con- 
jured the King to go to the asssist- 
ance of her sister ; and, having with 
the greatest dexterity again secured 
the fatal knife, she suffered herself to 
be borne av^ay by her attendants ! — 
In the meantime, the tortures of the 
unhappy Queen became too dreadful 
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to describe, and even the unfeeling 
bosom of Alexis was torn with an* 
guish as he witnessed the pangs she 
endured. — The subtle poison diffused 
itself quick as lightening through her 
veins, and she continued franticly ra* 
ving and tearing herself during the 
agonizing torments which she suffered ; 
till at length, after a few hours end u* 
ranee of the most excruciating pains 
which human nature could undergo, 
she breathed her last in the presence 
of Alexis, who appeared overwhelmed 
with affliction « He then inquired af^ 
ter the Princess, and was informed, 
that, having appeared to suffer nearly 
in an equal degree with the deceased 
Queen, she had at last fallen into 
a deep sleep, but which had been 
greatly disturbed at first by fre- 
quent starts and contortions of coun- 
tenance, accompanied by muttering 
sounds and incoherent sentences. -— 
This account from the physician was 
truly correct ; for, the conscience of 
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that wicked woman bad smitten her 
very forcibly upon witnessing, the 
dreadful situation to M^hich she had 
reduced her innocent sister; and the 
sleeping*potion o|)erating upon her at 
the moment when her guilty heart was 
torn with remorse, her sleep had pro- 
duced the most horrid dreams, which 
occasioned her to seem so disturbed 
and convulsed : but this appearance 
only tended to confirm the misconcep^ 
tion of the King and the Physicians 
that she had suffered from the same 
unhappy cause as the Qiieen. — After 
some hours had elapsed, her slumbers 
became more composed, and the King 
immediately commenced a diligent 
scrutiny to discover the author of this 
dreadful tragedy. He recollected the 
two sisters having eaten of the same 
dish, and, on examining the frag* 
ments, a tainted portion of the bird 
was discovered. The cooks were im* 
mediately seized, their assistants ex* 
amined, and even the mutes, who at«* 
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tended at the table, fell under suspi- 
cion. It was of no avail that they all 
protested their innocence, the guilt 
was too apparent ; and, as it was im- 
possible that any confession could be 
extorted as to who had been the per- 
petrators of the deed, they were all 
alike devoted to the same punishment, 
but the execution was delayed till the 
fate of the Princess should be known. 
When Zara revived, the first moments 
of returning recollection were truly hor- 
rid; but ambition soon acquired the as- 
cendancy over conscience ; although, 
when she inquired into the fate of her 
sister, her whole frame became greatly 
agitated, which wasattributed alone to 
sympathy and extreme sensibility. — 
1 he King described to her the shocking 
termination of Orsinda's existence, 
the discovery of the poisonous cause, 
and the means they had ineffectually 
employed to trace the contrivers of 
the horrid deed. — ^Zara affected, how- 
ever, to gather some consolation at the 
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sufferings which she and the Queen 
had endured ; and protested, in the 
most fervent manner, how contentedly 
siie would have died, had but her 
dear sister been spared ; at the same 
time imprecating curses on the pro- 
moters of her miserable death. — On 
the following day, the remaining poor 
innocent victims of this wretched wo- 
man^s schemes, including cooks, ser- 
vants, and mutes, to the amount of 
thirty persons, were all impaled alive ! 
But the plots and contrivances of hu- 
man wisdom are naturally subject to 
impediments and subversion, and the 
devices of the wicked, through the 
secret but powerful interference of an 
all-wise and over-ruling Providence, 
most frequently terminate in detection 
and disappointment. Zara had only 
calculated on the supposed uninter- 
rupted pleasures she should enjoy, if 
her sister u^ere removed for ever from 
partaking of the divided affections 
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the King ; and for tliis purpose, she 
had additionally loaded her soul with 
the crime of a sister's murder ; but 
the pleasure she so ardently sought to 
obtain (like the treacherous vapour 
which blazes forth only to puzzle and 
mislead) still fled from her grasp and 
mocked her pursuit. Alexis had been 
already gratified to excess with her ca- 
resses, and variety was hla sole de- 
light ; nor was his mind wholly free 
from a suspicion (occasioned by some 
unguarded expressions she had used 
in her frequent upbraidings for his in- 
constancy and neglect) of the real 
contriver of his Queen^s death, the 
memory of whose endearing affections 
and mild virtues even the callous heart 
of Alexis could forcibly cherish.— He 
forbore, however, to notice his sus- 
picions, as he did not scruple to ren- 
der the wicked inclinations of this 
abandoned woman subservient to his 
most infamous designs.— Alexis, now 
that he had become possessed of Sove* 
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reign power and authority, had given 
way to every ebullition of his turbu- 
lent and haughty disposition, and had 
become a bloody and remorseless ty- 
rant. Cruelty and caprice perverted 
the ends of justice and equity, and 
malice and revenge biassed his judge- 
ments ; while pride and oppression 
wholly filled his mind and governed 
his conduct universally. — The in- 
dependent spirit of the nobles was 
alarmed, and the murmurs of the 
people grew loud and frequent. The 
army, also, which it had been the 
constant care of the late Monarch to 
keep perpetually in motion, had, by 
being suffered to remain long in a 
state of inactivity, become insolent 
and riotous ; and the partiality, which 
the soldiers had once felt for Alexis, 
and which favourable prepossession 
had been the means of insuring him 
the Crown which he enjoyed, had 
greatly subsided, from the disappoint- 
ment they experienced by the total al« 
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teration in his habits of life, and their 
discontent began to shew itself very 
conspicuously. To curb this spirit of 
disobedience among the soldiery, se- 
verity was resorted to, which only 
served to augment their disaffection , 
and at length excited such a universal 
tendency to mutiny as to cause the 
gi^eatest apprehension and alarm. — 
Meanwhile, the secret but sure designs 
of Heaven were silently accelerating 
the dreadful hour of retribution.— 
The progress of ungovernable passions 
and daring villany had been suffered 
(by an all-wise Providence) thus far 
to prosper^ that the folly and disap- 
pointment of vice might appear the 
more manifest, and prove to the deluded 
votaries of guilt and immorality the 
impossibility of their ever embracing 
that phantom which they so falsely de- 
nominate happiness, and which they 
have endeavoured to obtain by the 
commitment of every species of crime 
and wickedness. — A few hours after 
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the murder of the Prince Conradin, 
and the flight of Alexis and Zara from 
the Persian Province, the Prince of 
Xavia, the brother of that ill-fated 
nobleman arrived, and found the 
slaves weeping over the body of their 
murdered Lord : — their sorrows were 
great and sincere, for they wept 
the loss of a master, kind, generous, 
and humane. They could render 
little account of the manner of his 
death, as their fellow-slave, the 
only witness of the deed, had been 
found dead on his master^s body ; nor 
had the shocking scene been disco- 
vered till some time after the flight of 
their mistress, with whose route no 
one was acquainted. The Prince of 
Xavia was transported with rage at the 
horrid sight, yet the uncertainty of 
which road the fugitives had taken 
caused him to pause a moment to con- 
sider of the means of eflfecting a se- 
vere vengeance. In examining the 
late apartment of Alexis, some papers 
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were found in his garment which 
drew the Princess attention : they were 
the private instructions which had 
been delivered to Alexis by Maximin, 
for the guide of his conduct during his 
embassy at the Court of Persia, toge- 
ther with memorandums of his own 
discoveries, and critical remarks upon 
the strength and disposition of the 
Persian forces, witii other important 
information ; and which, in conse- 
quence of his sudden recal, and his 
subsequent seizure and imprisonment 
Without being heard in his defence, 
through the blind fury of the King, 
he had never given up, but had retained 
them about his person during his con- 
finement, as well as in his flight from 
prison ; but in his hurry and confu- 
sion after the bloody tragedy in the 
garden of his friend and benefactor, 
he had totally forgotten them, and 
they now fell into the hands of his 
most bitter and implacable enemy. — - 
It will.be remembered that Maximin 
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had told Alexis, at the interview be- 
tween them the day before the King's 
death, that the Prince of Xavia had 
made known to him the cause of Con- 
radin's murder, and that he meditalied 
fttll revenge on him for the deed ;-^ 
the discovery of the papers, however, 
had been withheld in this communica« 
tion to Maiumin, for the Prince deem* 
ed it proper to lay them before his 
own Sovereign. The Great King 
Wias much surprized at the inteUi* 
gence of the ambitious designs of 
the King of Hira, which were corro- 
borated by tlie evidence of these in- 
structions, and be resolved to take 
immediate measures to frustrate the 
completion x>f the scheme ; but, un- 
happily, at that time the whole of his 
military force was occupied in a defen- 
sive war with the infisbtuated soldiers of 
Mahomet, who had made very serious 
encroachments upon the Persian terri- 
tories. — AiBfairs remained in this state, 
when Maximin received the accidental 
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wound from the poisoned arrow, 
which occasioned his grand scheme to 
be delayed, and his hardy troops to 
lie inactive in their camp. — Upon the 
dbath of that unfortunate Monarch, 
and some little time after Alexis had 
mounted the throne, it was necessary 
that the new Sovereign should send the 
accustomed Embassy to the Court of 
Persia : and it was about the period to 
which this History has been brought 
down, that a splendid embassy was 
dispatched by Alexis, now King of 
Hira, to the Persian Capital. — ^The 
Prince of Xavia, who was then at the 
Imperial Court, insinuated himself by 
his attentions into the confidence of 
some pf the Lords of the Embassy, 
from whom he learned an account of 
the tyranny of the new Monarch and 
the increasing discontent of his sub- 
jects. He acquainted the Great King 
with this intelligence; and, by remind- 
ing him of the distinguished part 
which Alexis had borne in the late 
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daring schemes of Maxirain, which 
were directed against his own Throne 
and Life, and that the same might 
still, at some future period, be put in 
execution by the present blood-stained 
Tyrant of Hira, — he obtained a com- 
misssion from his Sovereign to take ad- 
vantage of the disaffection of the sub- 
jects of Alexis, and if possible to hurl 
him from the Throne, which should 
be given to the Prince as a compensa- 
tion for his services, and to satisfy his 
revenge for the murder of his Brother. 
For this purpose, he soon succeeded 
in bringing over the Nobles of the 
Embassy to enter into his views, they 
all having, more or less, some real 
cause of complaint against their tyrant 
master. — ^To favour the plot, and at 
the same time cover the daring pro- 
ject, they were loaded with valuable 
presents, and thus returned to the 
Court of Hira, with the Prince of 

Xavia disguised in their train. 

Meanwhile, Alexis revelled unrestrain- 
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cd in every luxurious desire ; nor did 
the females belonging even to the fa- 
milies of his chiefest nobles and cour- 
tiers escape his power, aided by the 
artful designs of the abandoned Zara ; 
who scrupled not to stoop to the vile 
office of alluring these victims to their 
destruction to gratify the wishes of 
her Lord ; thus rendering herself 
necessary to the very existence of his 
pleasures, she preserved an undisputed 
power over him, and, while she shared 
his caresses, at the same time governed 
all his actions. — Upon the return of 
the Embassy, the secret work of ven* 
geance was commenced ; and a fresh 
act of atrocity, committed by the 
King upon a part of the family of one 
of the Nobles, while, absent at the 
Court of Persia, served to accelerate 
the dreadful retribution which awaited 
him. On a certain night, the slum- 
bers of Alexis were greatly disturbed 
by a most frightful dream :— He fan- 
cied himself in the Hall of Audience 



y Google 



171 

of the late murdered Monarch, to 
which he had been summoned. •^^. 
Maximin was seated on his throne, 
arrayed in all the pomp of majesty, 
and surrounded by his &ithful guards : 
—on his right hand and on his left: 
were placed, a little below him, two 
other thrones, which were vacant, and^ 
some females arrayed in the most costly 
and glittering apparel were arranged 
on either side. — On his entrance into 
the hall, a solemn silence reigned, and 
the King dispatclied a herald to bring 
Alexis before him, and made him seat 
himself on the left hand throne, while 
martial music resounded through the 
vaulted doom,-^— On a sudden it ceased, 
and then the softest and most melo* 
dious strains were heard. — In a few 
minutes, the throng of guards divided, 
and the Princess Orainda, attended 
by two females enveloped in long black 
veils, moved slowly towards the King, 
who rose to receive her, and placed 
her on the throne on his right hand. 
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The sweet sounds of the music now 
died away ; and the King, turning to 
AlexiSy motioned that he should take 
the hand of the Princess. — He rose to 
comply, but at his approach she lifted 
up her ve^il, and he beheld — not the 
once«beautifuI countenance of his wife, 
but a display of the same dreadful ^p*^ 
pearance which ; she exhibited while 
^he pangs of death were on her from, 
the effects of the poison.— As his blood 
recoiled at the sight, the figure j rising 
from her seat, fixed her eyes starting 
from their bleeding sockets upon him, 
and pointed to one of the females who 
had entered the hall with her ;— hi/f 
eyes followed the direction, and, a? 
he tremblingly regarded the figure, tho 
veil dropped, and he beheld the dis•^ 
torted, convulsed, and agonized, fea- 
tures of the forsaken Marianna. — He 
turned with horror from this object; 
and again looked upon upon the Prin- 
^;ess» who 45eemed occupied in sup- 
porting th^ second fenjale who ha4 
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been her companion, and was resting 
her head in her arms ; as he stood 
speechless, expecting some new disco- 
Tery of horror, the Princess withdrew 
the veil, and he beheld the bleeding, 
mashed, and mutilated features of the 
amiable but ill-fated Irene ! — Overcome 
with terror and dismay, he shrunk 
from this display of accumulated hor- 
rors, and was about to fly from the 
scene, when, casting his eyes upon 
the King, he fancied he observed the 
countenance change and assume the 
livid hue of death, while in a tremu- 
lous and sepulchral tone he upbraided 
him with his base treachery in attempt- 
ing his murder : — then suddenly resu- 
tning his natural voice, he commanded 
^the guards to secure him, and bear 
him away to his punishment! — At that 
instant, two Officers advanced, and, 
^8 they drew near, his guilty heart 
shuddered. — Each seized an arm, and 
at the same time throwing open their 

vestments, displayed the mangled, bo- 
I 2 
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dies of Selim and the Prince Conra^in* 
Immediately, the King, the Princess, 
and their train," vanished,: — the sur- 
rounding guards were converted into 
forms and appearances of the most 
disgusting and terrific kind, — the mu« 
sic was changed to dismal yells and 
horrid groans, — and he was finally 
tossed from place to place, till the tor- 
ments and agony of his distempered 
:mind roused him from sleep !— — The 
impression of his dream prevented his 
taking farther repose, and he paced 
the apartment with disordered stepsu 
A noise, like the murmer of distant 
voices, broke on his ear, — ^The temper 
of mind he was in subjugated him to 
alarm. — Ue listened — the noise increa- 
sed. — He looked out from the window 
into the palace-garden, but the dark- 
ness prevented his discovering any ob- 
ject. — He opened the chamber'-door- — 
all was silent ! — He called the guard, 
but received no answer. — He walked 
to the end of the gallery and searched 
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tlie anti-rooms, but the eunuchs were 
not at their posts. — He seized the lamp 
which hung from the pillar, and de- 
scended to the Hall of Audience, — all 
was desolate, and the doors unbarred. 
He was about to return to his chamber 
to arm himself and explore this mys- 
tery, when he suddenly heard voices 
in the inner court ; and, looking from 
the balcony, beheld a body of armed 
men with torches cautiously ascending 
the steps of the Palace. — A conviction 
of treachery burst upon his mind, and 
he flew to his chamber, seized his 
arms, and in an obsure part of the gal- 
lery, where he could with facility re- 
treat to the garden, he silently waited 
their approach. — He observed them 
direct their steps towards the Royal 
apartments, and, being now convinced 
of their hostile intentions, he quitted 
his hiding-place, and precipitately de- 
scended to the garden. — ^^Here he alarm- 
ed the guards posted in the distant 
turrets; and, brieBy acquainted the 
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captains with the apparent treachery, 
with revengeful haste he led them 
back to the lower Court of the Palace, 
where he purposed to lay wait for the 
• conspirators, whom he judged would 
quickly retire when they should find 
themselves disappointed of their prey^ 
Ashe conjectured, the Prince of Xavia, 
who headed the daring band, and who, 
hy corrupting the Royal eunuchs t^ 
betray their master, had hoped to ac- 
complish his purpose by one decisive 
blow, when he discovered that Alexi3 
had left his chamber where the eunuchs 
had solemnly protested they had a lit- 
tle time before left him asleep, per- 
ceived some untoward circumstance 
had occurred to give him alarm, and 
that he was no doubt preparing to de- 
feat their design ;-*he therefore ad- 
vised that they should retreat as sis- 
lently as they entered, and summon 
to their aid their friends whom they ha4 
left in greater numbers without th^ 
walls. — ^Alexis and his party now ob^ 



y Google 



177 

fserved them winding down the spiral 
stairs into the Hall, and his impatient 
spirit would not' allow time for them 
all to descend before he gave the sign, 
and they rushed from their concea^• 
ment, making a dreadful slaughter.*^ 
iLuckily for the Prince of Xavia and 
a few of his principal friends, they 
were among the hindmost on the stair^, 
and eflfected their escape by another 
passage into the court-yard, and thence 
rejoined their party in safety, while 
those left behind fell a prey^to the re- 
vengeful fury of the King.— All farther 
disguise now became useless; and the 
Prince of Xavia addressed tlie conspi- 
rators, declaring no time was to be 
lost, if they ex;pected to preserve their 
lives, or secure their future peac^, for 
the Tyrant was now rouzed, and no* 
thing was to be apprehended from hh 
vengeance but slavery or death. -^ 
.They unanimously avowed their rea- 
diness to hurl from the throne such an 
infamous and abandoned Monarch; 
I 3 
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and, without a moment's delay, ^bcy 
marched in firm order and with deter«r 
mined hearta to the attack.— -Mean- 
time, Alexia acid liis party, having 
slain all who had fallen into their hands^ 
.te-closed the gates, and stationed the 
guards in ^tbe fore-court ; while with 
a chosen troop the King hastened to 
the eastern extremity of the Palace to 
collect together the soldiers who occu* 
pied the ramparts there, and todis* 
patch a courier to the campi that the 
arn^y might arrive to his assistance by 
break of day.— Fortunately for the 
conspirators, this courier was inter- 
xepted^ and revealed the pui*port of 
bis message.— 'Now it happened that 
a review had^ been appointed the fol- 
lowing day upon a spacious plain half 
a day's journey from the dty ; and the 
.conspirators were well aware, that if 
they could prevent any intelligence oi 
the King^s danger reaching the camp 
for a few hours longer, tlie troops 
would have begun their marcb.-*-Every 
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tiling occurred ta assist their design ; 
but, fearing some fatal impediment 
might arise if their object was not ac* 
complished before day-light, they 
again resolutely approached the pa- 
lace-wallsi, with some difficulty burst 
open the gates, and bore down all be* 
fore them.— Meantime, Alexis had 
dispatched a eunuch to apprise Zara of 
this unexpected assault, and to con-^ 
duct her to a place of safety.-^Tbe 
Princess was petrified with astonbh« 
ment; but, instead of flying from the 
danger, insisted upon being cojg^ucted 
to the King.— She found Alexis anxi- 
ously waiting the arrival of the army ; 
but, notwithstanding all his reinon* 
strances, she peremptorily refused to 
quit his side, or retire from the tu-« 
mult.— The impatience of the King 
increased, another courier ^ was dis- 
piatched to the camp, and at this mo« 
ment it was that the gates were forced 
aiid the guards fled in dismay. —^ 
Alexis sent forward the greatest poir* 
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tion of his men to check the progress 
of the enemy, while he prepared him- 
self to follow with the remainder.— 
Being ignorant of the force and num- 
ber of the asisailants, he was constrained 
to act with great caution,^ and not ta 
hazard the^ngagement of all his forces 
at once, but to retain a sufficiency to 
secure a retreat if necessary, — ^Zara 
still refused to retire, but employed 
herself in endeavouring to excite the 
ardor of the troops by her promises off 
high rewards for their constancy and 
fortitude. — ^The shouts of the soldiers^ 
mingled with the clash of arms, now 
resounded through the Palace, and the 
dismal glare of the torches contributed 
to render the scene more terrific.—- 
Some wounded soldiers brought intel- 
ligence that the enemy had entered the 
outer hall in great numbers, and that 
the guards^ were giving way on all 
sides. — Alexis ordered a reinforcement 
to repair to the scene of action, and 
once more urged the Princess to retire 
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to a remote part of the Palace^ whither 
himself would conduct her ; and to 
this she at last consented, while he 
cheered her with the assurance that the 
army would quickly arrive, quell this 
daring insult, and afford him ample 
vengeance.— After placing her in a 
distant part of the building, and l^-^ 
ving left a few soldiers for her guards 
he was returning in haste to his partyr/ 
when, in crossing a passage wbicb 
communicated with the Royal Cham- 
bers, a band of the enemy *s soldierst 
rushed upon him. — Alexis was at^ 
tended only by three men, having left 
the rest with the Princess, and one of 
these was killed at the finst onset. -~ 
The King revenged the deed by laying 
t;vvo of the assailants dead at his feet ; 
but in striking at a third, his sword 
broke in his hand, and he would have 
been immediately slain by a blow of a 
battle-axe, which was aheady atnoed 
at his head, had not another of his 
faithful follQwers threw himself in the: 
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\iray and received the deadly wound. 
One soldiar only now remained with 
ibeKing; and,,(|iough they had dealt 
destruction among their enemies, and 
still continued to defend themselves 
with undiminished valor^ they were so 
vigorously pressed that all JHipea of 
victory appeared futile.-^The King 
^nd his brave and faithful companion, 
wounded and faint with exertion, re- 
treated, fightkig desperately, till they 
fi)MtBd themselves in an apartmmit be- 
iMiging to some of the women of the 
Palaoe, who. had fled at the comnlence- 
roent of the uproar, and bad kft the 
door open ;: despairing of h^pe from 
further resistance against a host, Aleus 
was on the point of discovering him- 
self, and yielding to the enenay, when, 
casting his eyes round the room into 
which they had been driven, he reool* 
lected it to have been the scene of cme 
of his mo»t successful acts of villany 
upon a noble femak, whom the vile 
aits of the Princess had inveigled into 
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his powcr>. and that there was a secret 
moving pannel in the wall, through 
which he had entered to efEsct his in- 
famous design. — This discovery in- 
>(^>ired him with, fresh; vigour ;*<— he di-» 
rected thexetretat of himself asd com* 
panion towards this part of the cham- 
ber, and, just as hris faithful guaitl 
fell dead at Im feet, covered with 
wounds, he touched thesecret spring, 
and disappeared in a^ moment !-«-The 
passage 1^ was now in led to a distant 
iinconnected suite of rooms, and in a 
little time, breathless and feint, he 
re-joined bis astonished tro<^s.-~His 
first inquiry was if the courier had re^ 
turned from the camp; and, being 
answered in the negative, his mmd 
misgave him, and he began to fear 
that the treachery was deeper laid than 
he had at first imagined.--*-The danger 
now increased ; groans and shouts filled 
the Palace ; lights appeared' in several 
^ the upper apartments, and the fiy-^ 
ing guards were seen h^ng from the 
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winA>W8, or being hurled headlong 
by thear infuriated enemies. — In this 
•extremity, Aiexis perceived nothing 
^•emained but to fly. — Morning was 
-still at a distance,-^nor cauld he ascer^ 
tain the extent of the . threatening 
«vil : — ht therefiwre piiepared fiar flight ; 
and, collecting together all that re* 
mained in the gardens or round the 
walls, he extingui^ied the .torches, 
and silently reti^ted to the garden^^ 
gates, which, opemiAg on tl^ terrace, 
ied down to the shores of the Caspian^ 
sea, and where the Royal pleasure- 
vessels usually Jay : — this spot he 
readhed in safety, lembarked on board 
one of diem, and immediately setsaiU 
Meanwhile, the conspirators pene-r 
t rated into the intferior. of the Pa- 
lace without farther opposition ; and, 
enraged to find their Royal prey had 
es<iaped, some of them in their furjr 
fired the apartments* — Their leaders 
endeaVpured to restain their rage, but 
in vain : — they continue tp wreak 
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their vengeance on all they Found, nor 
did the unhappy females or defenceless 
eunuchs escape the dreadful destruc* 
tion ; as they considered all the in- 
mates of the Tyrant's Palace as parti- 
cipators in the crimes of their atrocious 
master. — The fire soon acquired a 
height beyond the power of the incen- 
diaries to quell, and quickly the whofe 
pile seemed doomed to destruction. — 
The devouring flames penetrated at 
length to the quarter to which Zara 
had retired ; and, ere she was Apprised 
of her danger, it became impossible to 
escape. — The smdke and heat beco- 
ming excessive, the soldiers who had 
been left with her for her protection 
had rushed to the extremity of the gal- 
lery to explore a passage to facilitate 
the escape of their mistress ; but, just 
as they had approached the head of 
the stairs, the gallery through which 
they had passed, being undermined 
by tlie fire, suddenly gave way and 
intercepted their return; and, when 
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the cloud of sparks and smoke had 
subsided, they beheld the Princess at 
tlie door of the room, fainting in the 
arms of her attendants, who wei^ 
themselves wringing their hands in 
all the agonies of despair. — ^They re- 
garded them for a few moments with 
.the keenest sensations of horror, and 
then were obliged to sieek their own 
safety in a precipitate flight.— The 
devouring flames now approached the 
unfortunate groupe, who continued to 
support their sinking mistTess, till the 
imperious calls of self-preservation 
compelled them to seek their own im* 
mediate relief: reluctantly, they left 
her by degrees, while still fainting on 
jthe floor, and jumping from the win*, 
dows committed themselves to the 
mercy of the soldiers, who received 
them as they fell. — At length Zara re- 
vived, and found herself alone, save 
only one female, who had already ex- 
pired at her feet with afiright. — ^The 
flames were now actually bursting into 
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.the apartment :— it seemed a dreadful 
gulph opening to receive her as an aw- 
ful punishment for all her past deeds. 
Madness seized her brain — she arose, 
and with the impetuosity of lightning 
precipitated herself through the win- 
dow ; but a part of the ornament of 
the frame caught her dress, and she 
hung suspended from the burning 
wall, uttering the most piercing 
screams ! — The soldiers soon recog- 
nized by her robes that it was the 
.Princess Zara ; and, though justly ex* 
asperated against her by tbemultituda 
of her crimes, they could not view 
.her present awful situatioo without 
shuddering with horror. — Though sus- 
pended in this dreadful state, she long 
remained alive; till, maddened with 
torture, «he dashed her brains out 
against the pillars, and her scorched 
and mangled body fell at last lifeless 
to the ground ! 

During the occurrence of this 
truly beart*rendin^ scene, and while 
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1)13 rich and lofty Palace was fall- 
ing a prey to the devouring flames^ 
Alexis with his small retinue was la- 
bouring to force their vessel through 
the waves ; but the wind was contrary, 
•and, causing a heavy swell, greatly 
retarded their progress.— The King 
cast his eyes towards the blazing Pa- 
lace, and gave a sigh for the fate of 
the unhappy Princess, who his mind 
presaged would suffer in the geueracl 
wreak.— His soul was tortured with 
4he most dreadful apprehensions,-— 
'even his wonted presence of mind for- 
Book him, and he was incapable of 
forming any positive mode of proceed- 
ing in this dangerous crisis. — While 
he was thus perplexed, day began to 
dawn, and still the vessel . lingered 
within sight of the shore ; and in a 
little time they observed a tumultuouB 
crowd thronging to the sea-side, and 
three vessels immediately put off filled 
with soldiers. — He conjectured these 
could be no other than his enemies in 
pursuit of him, and he impatiently 
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urged the sailors to exert themselvres, 
promising them the greatest rewards, 
for their efforts ; but, notwithstanding 
all their endeavours, in a short time 
the vessels gained so much upon them 
that all hopes of escape were now laid 
aside; and Alexis^ driven to despair, 
was determined to sell his life dearly, 
and either confound and subdue his 
foes by his intrepidity and personal 
valour, or die, contending for his 
crown and dignity ! The enemy ap- 
preached, — and the Prince of Xavia, 
who commanded the first vessel that 
came up, summoned him to yield, or 
expect the just vengeance of an in- 
sulted and oppressed People : he also 
demanded the restitution of the Crown 
at the instance of the King of Persia, 
from whom the late Monarch enjoyed 
his dignity, and who, dying without 
an heir, it became the undoubted pre- 
rogative of the Great King to appoint 
a successor. — Alexis made no reply to 
this summons ; but, exhorting his 
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soldiers to fight for their lawful Sove* 
reign , he ordered his vessel to be 
steered direct against his adversary :— 
this was done; and he immediateljr 
jumped on board of the enemy, fol- , 
lowed by his resolute and faithful 
crew, who fought with such deter- 
mined valour, that they quickly mas« 
tered all who opposed them, and the 
Prince of Xavia himself was obliged at 
length to plunge into the sea, and 
seek his safety by swimming to the 
next vessel.— Alexis and his ^soldiers 
made a dreadful slaughter, and either 
killed or threw over-board the whole 
of the enemy^s crewi then, dividing 
his own followers between the two 
ships, he gave the word to bear down 
upon the others. — A most obstinate 
conflict now ensued, which would cer- 
tainly have terminated in favour of the 
King, had not, at that moment, two 
other vessels, also filled with soldiers, 
bore down upon them. — ^Still the King 
and bis small band, now reduced and 
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disabled by wounds and death, conti- 
nued the fight with the most despe- 
rate valour; but, perceiving all at- 
tempts at victory would prove inefFec- 
tuaU as even more ships were seen ad- 
vancing, Alexis gave orders to sink 
his vessel, resolving to perish rather 
than fall into the hands of his ene- 
mies; but, at this critical moment, 
a flying spear struck his shoulder, and 
tore away his arm :— -he sunk motion-* 
less on the deck, and his soldiers, 
thinking their leader dead, demanded 
quarter. The King was carried into 
the presence of the Prince of Xavia, 
and at that moment he revived. — « 
•* Behold, (said the Prince,) the end 
of all your infamous deeds ! — Behold 
the vengeance suspended over your 
guilty head from the brother of him 
who you so basely murdered ! — ^A ter- 
rible fate has already enveloped the 
adulterous wife of the too-confiding 
generous Conradin ;: — she ha$, by^ 
her miserable death, in some measure. 
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atoned for the innumerable crimes she 
committed to contribute to your ini- 
quitous pleasures ; and now an awful 
retribution will be required of you !*' 
To this address Alexis answered not 
a word. — ^And now the vessels ap- 
proached the shore, and he was landed 
amidst the shouts and execrations of 
an enfuriated populace. — The eiecu- 
tioner was commanded to cut off both 
his feet and his remaining hand, and 
he was then stripped naked, bound 
with strong cords, and fixed upon the 
back of a mule, — In this manner he 
was led through the City, amidst the 
scoffs of th6 multitude; during all 
which time, he never spoke, nor ut- 
tered a single groan, nor even once 
lift up his head, — At last— bleeding, 
faint with agony, and covered with 
sweat and dust, he was carried to a 
rising ground* opposite the Palace, 
where two poles had been erected ; to 
each of which a leg was fastened, and 
thus he remained suspended, his ene- 
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mtes intending he should in this state 
expire ! — So exasperated were all 
classes of 4its subjects against him for 
the dreadful murders, rapes, and wan* 
ton cruelties, of which he had been 
guilty, that even the sight of his pre- 
sent mutilated and shocking condition 
could not restrain them from comniit- 
ting all kinds of indignity upon him, 
and filling his ears with the most morr 
tifying taunts and reproaches : — to all 
of which, the poor suffering wretch 
answered nothing but these few me- 
lancholy words — ** Ah/ why seek to 
bruize a broken reed /^' — ^Atlast, after 
enduring many hours of excruciating 
torture, two soldiers, who had fought 
under his command in many gallant 
battles, and who ctommiserated the 
unhappy fate of their once-adored and 
victorious leader, drew their swords 
and plunged them at once into his la- 
cerated body ! 

Thus perished Alexis, the Tyrant 
of Hira, after a reign of Two Years ! 

K 
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•~and in his awful destiny we trace 
the jast judgement of Heaven, who, 
for a life spent in the most viJe and 
iniqaitorus manner, decreed a dreadful 
punishment should await his last hour ; 
and that, as his sinful course bad been 
constantly marked by cruelty, mur« 
der, lust, ambition, and love of arbi- 
trary power ; so his career should ter^ 
minate from the combined impulse of 
treachery, hatred, malice, and xe« 
venge! 
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NEW NOVELS, ROMANCES, &c. 

Just published by H. Colburn, 

PUBLIC LIBRARY, CONDUIT-STREET. 



1. A WINTER IN PARIS ; or, Memoirt 
of Madame de C*^*, written by Herself; 
<;ompri8ing a View of the present State of So- 
i^ety and Manners in that Capital, and inter* 
spersed with Anecdotes, 3 Vols. 18s. 

2. ISADORA of MILAN ; a Novel, drawn 
from, and exhibiting Scenes of. Life and Man- 
ners. Foreign and Domestic. Dedicated to 
Her Grace Sie Duchess of Devonshire, 5 Vols. 
558. 

3. THE DECISION^ a Novel. By the 
Author of Caroline Ormsby, The Accept- 
ance, &c. 3 Vols. 15s. 

4. THE TIMES, a Tale for the Fashion- 
able World, 2 Vols. lOs. 

5. GLENCARRON, a Scottish Tale. — 
X>edicated, by permission, to the Marquis of 
Huntley, 8 Vols. 158. 

6. NEW CANTERBURY TALES; or, 
^the Glories of the Garrison, 7s. 

7. SEBASTIAN and ISABEL; or, the^ 
Invisible Sword, a Romance, 56. 

8. WIELAND ; or, the Transformation, an 
American Tale. By B. C. Brown. — " This 
Work possesses strong and powerful claims to 

vattention. We have perused this Novel with 
great interest, and recommend it very strongly 
to those who are in the habit of readmg works 
•of this descTiption, or who love to have their 
^nerves agitated by the terrors of Romance." 

Critical Reniew^ 1811. 
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New Works published by H. Colbum. 

9. ORMOND, or The Secret Witness. By 
the Author of Wieland, 3 Vols. 158, 

10. JULIA DE VIENNE, a Novel. By a 
Lady. Dedicated by Permiaaon to His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, 4 Vols. 2 Is. 

11. The OFFICER'S DAUGHTER* w 
A VISIT TO IRELAND. BytheDAUGn- 
TER of a Captain in the Naty, deceased. 
4 Vols. 21s. 

12. THE LITTLE CHIMER, a Tale, al- 
tered from the French of Ducray Duminii. 
Author of C£ LIN A, &c. &c. 4 Vols. 22s. 

13. THE NOVICE OF SAINT URSU- 

LA, or Elvina. By the Same, 4 Vols. 218. 

14. ROSA IN LONDON. By the Au- 
thor of the Young Mother, 4 Vols. 22s. 

15. THE MYSTERIES OF FERNEY- 
CASTLE, a Romance. By G. Lambe, Esq. 
4 Vols. 228. 

16. EUPHRONIA, or The Captive, a Ro- 
mance. By Mrs. NorriS, Author of Julia of 
England, 3 Vols. 15s. 

17. TALES OF REAL LIFE, forming a 
Sequel to Miss Edoeworth*s Tales of Fashion- 
able Life, 3 Vok. 18s. 

18. THE CASTLE OF ARRAGON, or 
Banditti of the Forest, a Spanish Romance. 
By Miss Smith, 4 Vols. 20s. 

19. THE RIVAL HEIRESSES, or Celia 

Suited, 2 Vols. 128. 

20. AMELIA MANSFIELD, a Tale, 

Translated from the French of Ma DAME Cox* 
TIN, 3 Vols. I6s. Qdi. 



i**lated by y#tty and C». 23, fTmeick^i^^ft. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



V- ■- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



y Google 



y Google 



YA 086 





^ 



dby VjOOQiL 



